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FY 2005 Call for Projects

The Transportation Improvement Board announced the FY 2005 Call for Projects at its regular meeting in Pullman on May 30th.  Application packages can be downloaded from the web at www.tib.wa.gov/applications/applications.htm.  Application packages must be received or postmarked no later than Friday, August 29, 2003.  The project selection process will conclude with the Board announcing the selected projects at its regular meeting in Tacoma on Friday, November 21, 2003.  For additional information contact the TIB office at (360) 586-1140 or visit us on the web at http://www.tib.wa.gov.

	Funding Program
	Call Size

	Arterial Improvement Program (AIP)
	$25,000,000

	Transportation Partnership Program (TPP)
	$35,000,000

	Small City Program (SCP)
	$5,000,000

	Pedestrian Safety and Mobility Program (PSMP)
	

	· Available for Small Cities (Population < 5,000)
	$1,000,000

	· Available for Urban Cities (Population > 5,000)
	$1,000,000


BUDGET NEWS

Gas tax projections impact TIB’s Financial Plan

The TIB’s financial plan has been modified to account for lower revenue forecasts due in large measure to the sluggish state economy.  Revenue is expected to drop in the 2003-2005 biennium by more than $1.3 million and by more than $20.8 million over the ten-year financial plan.  The lower revenue will mean smaller local government grant programs and less flexibility to respond to changing project costs.  Increases on projects funded from the Urban Arterial Trust Account are already very restricted and similar limitations may affect Transportation Improvement Account projects by mid-year.  The TIB has adopted a policy on meeting current financial obligations before authorizing increases.  All TIB programs will offer new grants in 2003 because new project starts generally request very little reimbursement in the first biennium after award due to design and permitting requirements.   
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Awards of Excellence

The Awards of Excellence program is a collaborative effort between WSDOT Highways and Local Programs and FHWA to formally recognize local agency projects that have achieved excellence in construction, innovative design, environmental compatibility, and public involvement and satisfaction.  

Port Townsend’s “F” Street Improvement Project received the Best City Project award.  The “F” Street challenge was to improve traffic mobility and safety through the residential areas, while maintaining the character of the surrounding neighborhoods.  This was accomplished through incorporating traffic-calming measures and providing safety enhancements for pedestrians and bicyclists.  TIB provided $1.3 million toward the $2.5 million project.

The Best Special Project award was presented to the Port of Longview for the Fibre Way Overpass project. This project eliminated a majority of train crossings, which in turn, alleviated traffic congestion and decreased the potential for train-vehicle accidents. The TIB provided $2.0 million toward the total project cost of $21.1 million. The balance of the funding came from local, federal, and FMSIB dollars.  

[image: image2.jpg]Vision 2020 Award

Eight projects from the central Puget Sound received top honors at the Puget Sound Regional Council’s General Assembly meeting on March 20.  One of the eight projects recognized was the Everett Station, the new transportation hub in downtown Everett, which also serves as an important civic building with a higher education and career development center, as well as a community center.  TIB provided $4.0 million toward the $33.0 million project. 

The City of Auburn’s 3rd Street SW Grade Separation Project received honorary recognition.  The completion of this project allowed a quick, safe movement of auto and train traffic through downtown Auburn.  This $30 million venture had several funding partners, including City of Auburn, King County, WSDOT, Federal grants, the Ports of Tacoma and Seattle, and BNSF Railroad.  TIB provided $2.7 million toward this project.

APWA Project of the Year 
The Washington State Chapter of the American Public Works Association has recognized Kent and Auburn’s South 277th Street Project as the “2002 Project of [image: image3.jpg]


the Year” in the Transportation project over $2.0 million category.  The project was recognized for its complexity, safety record during construction, and long-term benefits to the area. The Transportation Improvement Board provided $8.1 million toward the total project cost of $32.8 million.  The balance of the funding was provided by city, county, state, federal, and railroad commitments to the project.

Program Development
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The Transportation Improvement Board is currently accessing the effectiveness of its major funding programs. As a result, a survey was sent to the Public Works Director, City Engineer, County Engineer, or Mayor of all agencies eligible to receive TIB funding. The survey was designed to determine what types of projects are most important to TIB’s customers and whether there is sufficient funding available to meet our customers needs. Survey respondents rated safety, reconstruction and preservation as the most significant types of improvements. For all three types of improvements, the overwhelming majority of respondents felt that insufficient funds are available.  

WAC HEARING HELD JULY 25, 2003

Through an ongoing process improvement effort, TIB staff has identified a number of improvements that streamline and clarify current operational practices.  These improvements were presented at a public hearing at the July 25, 2003 TIB meeting in Vancouver.  The following is a summary of the changes, which all passed.

WAC 479-01-010:  Organization of Transportation Improvement Board

· Removed reference to the Public Transportation Systems Account (PTSA).

· Removed selection of STP Statewide Competitive and Enhancement projects.

WAC 479-01-050:  Administration costs
· Removed reference to the PTSA.
· Removed language specifying administrative costs would be paid in proportion to expenditures.  Administrative costs will be paid based on the biennial appropriation.
WAC 479-05-010:  Time and Place for Submission of Proposed Transportation Improvement Board Projects

· Removed reference to predesign phase for deadline to submit prospectus.
WAC 479-05-050:  Procedures for Project Approval
· Removed reference to predesign phase.
WAC 479-05-240:  Procedure to Request Increase in Board Funds
· Language added specifying increases will be based on the amount requested at application and not design phase.

· Removed reference to predesign phase.
WAC 479-12-060:  Increases in Small City Program Projects

· Section repealed.

· Small City increases will be treated in accordance with WAC 479-05-240 and Board policies on project increases.

WAC 479-12-430:  Apportionment of Funds to Pedestrian Safety and Mobility Program Regions

· Urban Pedestrian Safety and Mobility funds will be apportioned similar to the Small City Program.
CHANGES TO TIB SIGN POLICY 
The TIB Sign Policy identified a basic list of requirements including how TIB funds should be identified, size of the sign, and logo requirements. Currently, TIB funds on a project are identified as “State Fuel Tax” and there are no additional requirements on projects that receive the majority of their funding from the TIB.  In order to improve the visibility of TIB funds, there were a number of changes recommended to the existing policy.  These changes do not raise the overall cost of the sign. The Board approved the revised TIB Sign Policy (below) at the July 25, 2003 meeting.

POL-812 TIB Sign Policy

The purpose of this policy is to identify to the public, projects which are funded in part with motor vehicle fuel tax administered by the Transportation Improvement Board.

Transportation improvement projects funded by the Transportation Improvement Board shall include a suitable project sign which includes as a minimum the following information:

· The name of the project

· The lead agency name

· The funding partners, and the funding provided by each partner

The sign shall be at least 4 feet by 8 feet in size, and shall be mounted near the beginning of the project.  The funding sources and amounts shall be listed in 2-inch or larger lettering. If logos are used to identify funding partners, the logos shall be at least 8 inches in height. If the Transportation Improvement Board is the largest funding partner, the TIB logo shall be prominently placed along with the local agency logo.

The TIB funds shall be identified as “State Transportation Improvement Board.”

If the lead agency has a standard sign design for its capital improvement projects, it may be used as long as the TIB funding information is provided.

BOARD CHANGES
New Chair and Vice-Chair

At its May 30 meeting in Pullman, the Board elected Battle Ground Councilmember Bill Ganley as TIB Chair and Benton County Commission Leo Bowman as TIB Vice Chair.  Both will hold those positions July 1, 2003 through June 30, 2005.
Board Member Replacement

· Kim Zentz, Interim Executive Director for the Spokane Transit Authority, has been appointed by Secretary MacDonald to complete Allen Schweim’s term on the Board.  Ms. Zentz represents a public transit system in an urban area with a population over of 200,000.  Ms. Zentz is a licensed professional engineer and worked for Avista Utilities for the past 20 years.  She was selected to replace STA Director Allen Schweim who accepted a position in California and resigned from the Board in April.  
TIB MEETING DATES

2004 MEETING DATES AND LOCATIONS

	Meeting Date
	Location

	January 22-23
	Olympia

	March 25-26
	SeaTac

	May 20-21*
	Chelan

	July 22-23
	Spokane Valley

	September 23-24
	Grandview

	November 18-19**
	Bremerton


*Meeting date moved to THIRD Thursday & Friday of month due to Memorial Day weekend.

**Meeting date moved to THIRD Thursday & Friday of month due to Thanksgiving.

TIB FEATURED PROJECTS 
See our TIB Featured Projects Page at http://www.tib.wa.gov/Projects/featuredsummary.asp on the TIB website for photos and information regarding these recently completed TIB projects.

· Town of Ruston – Winnifred Street Bridge 
· City of Waterville – Central Business District Sidewalk Improvements
· City of Burien – 152nd Street
· City of Arlington – 67th Avenue
· City of Tukwila – South 180th Street
· Duvall – Main Street Sidewalk
· City of Union Gap – Valley Mall Boulevard
· City of Wenatchee – Western Ave./Maiden Lane
· Town of Cathlamet – SR-409/Main Street 

Kent and Auburn’s South 277th Street





Auburn’s 3rd Street SW





Port Townsend’s F Street
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