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TIB Board Selects FY 2006 Grant Awards

The Transportation Improvement Board announced the selection of 72 new projects for the FY 2006 funding series at its regularly scheduled meeting November 19, 2004 in SeaTac.  TIB Chair Bill Ganley congratulated the agencies with new projects and said, "The Board looks forward to seeing these projects constructed over the next few years."  TIB invested $70 million in the 72 new projects, which range from sidewalks to entirely new urban arterials.

The TIB called for applications in July and August, and received 450 applications requesting more than $526 million in TIB funds.

The Legislature created the TIB to foster state investment in quality local transportation projects.  Funds are awarded on a competitive basis using rating criteria established by the TIB, and usually require local financial participation.  The TIB grant programs are funded by about 3 cents of the state’s 28-cent gas tax. 

Summary of FY 2006 Project Awards 

	Program
	Projects
	Funding

	Arterial Improvement Program
	17
	$28.384M

	Transportation Partnership Program
	15
	$31.505M

	Pedestrian Safety & Mobility Program
	9
	$1.080M

	Small City Program
	18
	$8.181M

	Small City Pedestrian Safety & Mobility Program
	13
	$1.142M


To view a summary of the FY 2006 selected projects, please visit the TIB Web site at http://www.tib.wa.gov/Applications/previous/fy2006/default.htm.
TIB Faced with Declining Revenue Forecast

The recently released September 2004 revenue forecast projects a 2.4% drop in revenue over the forecast released in June 2004.  TIB revenue dropped by $5.1 million from $211.5 million to $206.4 million for the 05-07 biennia. 

[image: image1.jpg]The decline in the recent motor fuel tax revenue forecast is the result of the surge in oil prices over the past six months of this year.  Earlier expectations were that the price increases were merely a short-term spike and that gasoline prices would return to their previous levels at around $1.60 per gallon in 2005.  Revised ten-year projections now reflect an expectation of continued higher gasoline prices above $1.80 per gallon for the near future.  The higher fuel prices result in lower estimates of motor fuel consumption and consequently lower fuel tax revenues.

The declining revenue forecast affects the size of project calls and the TIB’s ability to offer increases on projects.  The following chart shows the financial impact over the TIB’s six-year financial plan.

Public Hearing Scheduled for WAC Rule Change
RCW 47.26.260 requires the board to consider the financial resources available to counties and cities when determining matching fund requirements.  Historically, the TIB has used either a flat rate or population to determine an agency's required match.  Local match requirements apply to all incorporated cities with a population of 5,000 or greater and all counties that contain a federal urban area.

After studying existing match requirements, the Board is considering changing how local match requirements are determined.  Instead of using population to determine match requirements, the TIB is recommending an approach that uses city valuation or county road levy valuation.  Under this proposal, smaller to mid-sized agencies will be required to provide a smaller amount of local match.  Larger agencies are already required to provide the maximum amount of local match and will not be impacted.

The Board uses the following approach to calculate the local match requirement in each of its urban funding programs.
· Transportation Partnership Program - the Transportation Partnership Program requires a minimum local match of 20% of the total project cost. 

· Arterial Improvement Program - the minimum match for the AIP is determined by population and ranges between 10% and 20%. 

WAC HEARING 

Issue: Population by itself is not a good indicator of a local agency’s ability to provide local match to a transportation project. 

Proposal to be discussed: Changing the local match requirements for transportation projects funded by the Transportation Partnership Program and the Arterial Improvement Program.  This proposal would change:
· WAC 479-12-150 Matching ratios for Arterial Improvement Program projects, and 

· WAC 479-14-180 Local/private matching funds on Transportation Partnership Program projects.

Hearing location:

Kitsap Conference Center

100 Washington Avenue

Bremerton, WA 98337

(360) 377-3785

Submit written comments by January 21, 2005 to Steve Gorcester, PO Box 40901, Olympia, WA 98504, via e-mail to SteveG@tib.wa.gov or send a fax to (360) 586-1165.  More information is available on the TIB web site at http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/items/2004/12/2004_WAC_Rule_Change_Info.pdf
2005 Legislative Considerations

State funding boards play an important role in the ability of local governments to fully fund and implement transportation projects.  The high cost of transportation infrastructure demands a range of funding options to assemble a complete funding package.  

In the 2005 Legislative Session, TIB will request new law funding for programs that support our local communities.  This package includes:
· TIB Urban Corridors Program:  $15 million per year for expanding the existing Transportation Partnership Program with multi-year investments for the completion of major multi-phase urban arterial corridors. 

· TIB Small City Preservation Program:  $5 million per year to expand construction and maintenance programs for small cities.  TIB will continue Newstreets paving projects and also restart the former WSDOT Pavement Preservation Program.  Newstreets projects utilize a TIB/WSDOT master contract to include small city streets in large state highway paving contracts.  Small City Pavement Preservation provides for direct maintenance grants.

· TIB Transit Capital Program:  $25 million per year to reactivate TIB’s Public Transportation Systems Program that was suspended after repeal of the motor vehicle excise tax.

· TIB Bicycle Facilities Program:  $3 million per year to expand the Pedestrian Safety and Mobility Program to include investments in bicycle facilities.  Improvements will focus on establishing a system of interconnected bicycle facilities on and between the arterial system. 

TIB Support for Other Agencies
· CRAB County Arterial Program:  $14 million a year to keep pace with needs and address roadway deterioration on county roads. 

· FMSIB Freight Program:  $25 million per year in new revenue to fund local freight projects.

WAC Revisions Approved for Allocation Methodology

At its September meeting in Grandview, the TIB held a public hearing to revise the apportionment of funds to the PSMP, TPP, AIP regions (WAC 479-12-430, 479-14-130, 479-12-130, respectively).  These revisions were approved.

[image: image2.jpg]TIB formerly used different allocation methodologies when distributing funds in its three urban programs.  Through surveys and customer outreach, the TIB staff developed a standardized allocation methodology using population and functionally classified roadway miles.  In addition to standardizing the allocation methodology, the WAC changes allow the Board to adjust a region’s allocation by up to five percent to ensure full funding of all projects in the priority array.  Regional allocations will be reviewed every five years to account for changes in project participation and prior fund series adjustments.  The chart at the right illustrates the effects of the adopted allocation methodology.
Changes to the Board
Addition to the Board – Snohomish County Engineer Steve Thomsen is the newest member to join the TIB.  Transportation Secretary MacDonald appointed Thomsen in September.  He replaces Pierce County Engineer Tom Ballard for the position of a county engineer or county public works director.  Thomsen’s first term will expire on June 30, 2008.
Departure from the Board – With King County Councilmember Rob McKenna winning the election for State Attorney General, his last TIB meeting was in SeaTac in November.  The Washington State Association of Counties has been asked to submit nominations for his replacement.
2005 Board Meeting Schedule

	DATE
	CITY

	January 27-28
	Bremerton

	March 24-25
	Lacey

	May 19-20
	Yakima

	July 21-22
	Spokane

	September 22-23
	Walla Walla

	November 17-18
	Vancouver


Recent TIB Project Events
See our TIB News Headlines on the TIB website for photos and information regarding these recent TIB events.

	Featured TIB Project 
	TIB Website Link for Event Information 

	City of Marysville
State Avenue Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=140

	City of Yakima
Washington Avenue Ground Breaking
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=144

	City of Arlington
172nd (Smokey Point) Ground Breaking
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=142

	City of Mt. Vernon
Multimodal Center Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=146

	City of Ferndale
Main Street Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=143

	City of Republic 

Newstreets and Clark Street Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=147

	Grant County
Big Bend Community College Parkway Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=151

	Benton County
I-82 Intertie Phase 1 Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=152

	Benton County
I-82 Intertie Phase 2 Ground Breaking
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=153

	City of Mountlake Terrace
220th Street SW Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=161

	City of Des Moines
Pacific Highway Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=154

	City of SeaTac
International Boulevard Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=155

	City of Lakewood
Gravelly Lake/Steilacoom/Lakewood Drive Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=158

	City of Bellevue
Downtown Access Ribbon Cutting
	http://www.tib.wa.gov/News/newsstory.asp?stid=159
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