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Message from the Chair
One of Governor Locke’s policy priorities is “to make Washington a better place to live, work, and raise a family.”  The TIB plays a vital role in the implementation of this policy through ensuring road improvements that enhance safety, reduce congestion, and protect natural resources while preserving the economic vitality of Washington’s cities and counties.

During the March Board Retreat, Linda Steinmann of OFM assisted the Board in developing a strategic plan to work toward Governor Locke’s policy.  With her help, the Board had a very productive retreat, adopting a new mission statement to accurately reflect the values and vision of the TIB and outlining goals that allow the TIB to measure performance.  

The goal development focused on three areas:  1) Customers and Constituents, 2) Financial and Social Costs, and 3) Value and Benefit.  Several excellent ideas were brought forth during our discussion of the goals and visions that the TIB needed to address, with the final draft listed below. 


Customers and Constituents

· Satisfied customers support and advocate for TIB’s programs.

Financial and Social Costs 

· TIB prudently manages it s resources to ensure reliable, ongoing funding for local government projects.

Value and Benefit 

· TIB funds efficiently managed high quality projects that support priority community objectives statewide.

The goals listed above were generated from the new mission statement, “The TIB funds high priority transportation projects in communities throughout the state to enhance the movement of people, goods and services.”

The hard work of the TIB is making a difference for the future.  As the state is faced with a major transportation crisis, the Board is focusing its efforts on project delivery. This is evident as we rapidly approach the 2002 construction season. The TIB staff is managing a record number of projects under construction. In our inventory of projects, 301 are currently under construction, with at least another 80 expected to receive approval to seek bids. The Board’s recent emphasis on project delivery is starting to return results. 
Stevenson’s Rock Creek Drive Wins Award
The Washington State Chapter of the American Public Works Association named Stevenson’s Rock Creek Drive as “Project of the Year” for 2001 at the chapter’s National Public Works Week luncheon in Seattle on May 21st.  The project won in the “Under $2 million Transportation” category.  The APWA award also recognized the project consultant, Wallis Engineering of Vancouver, and the general contractor, All Concrete Specialties, Inc., also of Vancouver.

The project reconstructed Rock Creek Drive, the city arterial linking downtown Stevenson with the county fairgrounds, Skamania Lodge, and numerous community service offices.  Besides new pavement, the project completed a sidewalk link and included parking lanes, channelization, and the rehabilitation of the Rock Creek Bridge.

TIB Assistant Director Bob Moorhead, who is currently serving as Vice President of the Washington State APWA Chapter, will present the award to the Stevenson City Council on June 20th.

The TIB Small City Program provided 71% of the project’s $825,000 cost.  Other funding partners were the City of Stevenson, Skamania County, and local utilities.

The project has also been submitted for consideration by the national APWA organization as a project of the year.
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Three New Members Join Board
The TIB welcomes three new members, Island County Commissioner Michael Shelton, Spokane Council President Rob Higgins, and Bellingham Public Works Director Dick McKinley.

Island County Commissioner Mike Shelton was appointed to the TIB in late December to complete the unexpired term of Commissioner Pam Ray.   Shelton represents a county executive, councilmember, or commissioner of a county with a population of 125,000 or less.  He has been a life-long resident of Washington State and a resident of Island Bounty for 32 years.  Shelton has held the position of Island County Commissioner since 1993.  He has been active in statewide affairs through his membership on the Board of the Washington State Association of Counties (WSAC).   He was President of WSAC in 2001.

Spokane Council President Rob Higgins joined the TIB in January 2002, replacing Mayor Tina Roberts-Martinez.  Higgins represents an elected official of a city with a population of 20,000 or more.  He is a life-long resident of the City of Spokane.  Higgins was first elected to the Spokane City Council in 1981, serving two terms from 1982-1989, and again as Council President since 1998.  He received a gubernatorial appointment to the Washington State Department of Transportation Commission, serving in that capacity for two years from 1991-93.  Higgins was appointed by Governor Locke to the Blue Ribbon Commission on Transportation in February 2000.  

The most recent member to join the TIB is Richard “Dick” McKinley, Public Works Director from the City of Bellingham.  McKinley was appointed in February to complete the unexpired term of Daryl Grigsby from Seattle.  He represents a city engineer of public works director of a city with a population of 20,000 or more.  McKinley has been the Public Works Director for Bellingham since February 2001, and previously served in that same capacity at the City of Walla Walla for six years.

The TIB looks forward to working with these three new members and welcomes them aboard! 
Legislation Affecting the TIB
TIB’s highest priority going into the 2002 legislative session was to secure unappropriated fund balance to meet existing commitments on projects.  The Transportation Supplemental Budget (ESSB 2451) provides a total capital program appropriation of $236 million, an increase of $23 million.

If approved by the voters in November 2002, Referendum 51 would provide ongoing funding for the City and County Congested Corridor programs to be administered by the TIB.  Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 2969 states the intent of the Legislature, which provides the program on an ongoing basis with future appropriations of $10 million per year.  The TIB has established criteria for the programs and will offer a first year call for projects beginning June 1, 2002, with awards depending upon availability of revenue.

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5748 requires WSDOT and TIB to address urban densities and downtown revitalization, and integration of land use and transportation planning when prioritizing projects in cities with a population of more than 5,000.  Implementation of ESSB 5748 will be coordinated with MPOs and the Office of Community Development.  The Small City Program is exempt from the land use criteria considered in TIB funding decisions and from the requirement that the state priority programming process take into account synchronization with other potential transportation projects, including transit and multimodal projects.

In closing, TIB would like to recognize two long-time supporters who have recently announced their departure from the Legislature.  Representative Ruth Fisher and Representative MaryAnn Mitchell have both been ardent supporters of the state transportation system.  Their experience, advice, and humor will be greatly missed.

 
Call For Projects
For the first time in several years, the Transportation Improvement Board plans to announce a call for projects for each of its five major funding programs for the FY 2004 funding cycle:   
Arterial Improvement Program (AIP)


$25,000,000

Transportation Partnership Program (TPP)

$45,000,000

Small City Program (SCP)



$  5,000,000

Pedestrian Safety & Mobility Program


Urban PSMP




$  2,000,000


Small City PSMP



$  1,500,000

*City Congested Corridor



$  5,000,000

*County Congested Corridor



$  5,000,000

*Funding dependent upon adoption of Referendum 51.
The Board adopted a modified schedule for the call for projects.  The deadline is being advanced one month in response to a survey of local agencies that indicated a preference for an earlier submittal deadline.  The earlier deadline will also allow TIB staff to conduct the field reviews in October, rather than in November, and will allow the Board to announce the new project starts in time for some cities and counties to include project funding in their calendar year 2003 budgets.  

June 3, 2002:

Call for projects announced


June-July 2002:

Funding workshops scheduled across the state


August 30, 2002:
Deadline for applications postmarked or delivered to TIB offices in Olympia

Sept. 3-Oct. 18, 2002:
Application and project field reviews


Nov. 22, 2002:

Board selects FY 2004 projects at regular meeting in Spokane


July 1, 2003:
Projects may begin incurring TIB reimbursable costs with the start of the new state biennium budget period
Criteria Changes
At the direction of the Board, TIB staff has been reviewing the project selection criteria for the five major funding programs since October 2001.  Comments were solicited from local agencies during February and March, and this information has been compiled and was presented to the Board and adopted at its May 24 meeting in Walla Walla.  Implementation of the revised criteria will begin with the FY 2004 Call for Projects.

The changes focus on simplifying the application, eliminating criteria points which are either always or never awarded, and making use of similar questions among the various funding programs.  And, for the Pedestrian Safety and Mobility Programs, a common set of selection criteria is used for both Urban and Small City applications.  A change in the Transportation Partnership Program criteria expands the former “Economic Development” issues to include “Growth and Development” with points available for projects that provide or improve access to activity centers.

The 2002 Legislature also adopted Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5748.  In section 5 of the bill, a new section is added to RCW 47.26 as follows: 

In any project funded by the transportation improvement board, except for projects in cities having a population of less than five thousand persons, and in addition to any other items required to be considered by statute, the board also shall consider the land use implications of the project, such as whether the programs and projects:


(1)  Support development in and revitalization of existing downtowns;


(2)  Implement local comprehensive plans for rural and urban residential and nonresidential densities;

(3)  Have land use planning and regulations encouraging compact development for rural and urban residential and nonresidential densities; and


(4)  Promote the use of multimodal transportation.

The FY 2004 TIB application forms will request local agencies to provide additional  information necessary to comply with this statute.
Earthquake Damaged Roadway Receives Funds
At its March 2002 meeting, the TIB awarded $384,000 in Emergent Nature funding to one of the most badly earthquake damaged streets in the City of Burien.  The TIB award to the Maplewild Project matched the city’s contribution for the local match of a federal grant provided by the Federal Highway Administration.  The Federal Highway Administration has approved over $4 million for the project.  TIB’s Emergent Nature Policy was developed as a way to fund projects that could not have been anticipated.  Projects typically address emerging business opportunities that benefit the state economy.

SR-99 Route Jurisdiction Transfer Request
The TIB is responsible to the Legislature for reviewing Route Jurisdiction Transfer (RJT) requests in accordance with the state highway designation criteria in RCW 47.17.001, The TIB has received a request from the City of Tukwila to transfer jurisdiction of SR-99 from SR-599 to SR-518 from WSDOT to the City of Tukwila.   An ad-hoc committee of the Board will review written comments and take testimony presented at a public meeting scheduled for Wednesday, June 5, 2002 at 7:00 PM at the Tukwila City Hall, City Council Chambers, 6200 Southcenter Blvd.    

Information received at the June 5 meeting will be taken into consideration when the TIB makes its recommendation to the Washington State Legislature in November 2002.  While the TIB develops a recommendation based on previously established criteria, the Legislature makes the final decision on the transfer request.

For additional information, please contact the Omar Mehyar in Olympia at (360) 705-7590.

Funding Workshops

The TIB will provide training workshops on its grant program applications and criteria at 29 locations throughout the state in June. This year’s workshops will be provided in cooperation with WSDOT Highways and Local Programs and will include information on grant programs they provide.  For more information on the workshops, see the Applications page on the TIB website at http://www.tib.wa.gov/applications/applications.htm
Featured TIB Projects
City of Buckley - Hinkleman Extension Road

The City of Buckley celebrated the completion of Hinkleman Extension Road on May 7, 2002. Mayor John Blanusa, Senator Christopher Hurst, Representative Pam Roach, Representative Dan Roach, Pierce County Councilmember Jan Shabro, and other guests and citizens of Buckley cut the ribbon to officially open the roadway.

The Hinkleman Extension Road project reconstructed and widened the roadway to 24 feet with curbs and gutters on both sides and a five-foot sidewalk on the east side.  The improved roadway provides an alternate route between Sumner-Buckley Highway and SR 410, relieving traffic through a residential area.

The Washington State Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) provided 85% of the funds for the project with the balance coming from the City of Buckley.
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To learn more about the Buckley Hinkleman Extension Road project, visit the Hinkleman Extension Road project description page on our website at http://www.tib.wa.gov/projects/SCP/BuckleyHinkleman.htm.  
See our TIB Featured Projects Page on the TIB website at http://www.tib.wa.gov/projects/projects.htm for more photos and information regarding other TIB projects, including these recently completed projects:

· City of Port Townsend's – “F” Street <http://www.tib.wa.gov/projects/AIP/PortTownsend_F_Street.htm>
· City of Duval’s – Bruett Road <http://www.tib.wa.gov/projects/SCP/BruettRoad.htm>
· City of Covington's – SR 516 Improvements <http://www.tib.wa.gov/projects/TPP/CovingtonSR516.htm>
Other TIB Happenings
JoAnn Schueler Published

TIB’s Pierce County Project Engineer, JoAnn Schueler, P.E., is the co-author of an article about tunnels recently published in the American Society of Civil Engineers Civil Engineering magazine.  The article describes the design and construction of modifications to the tunnel on SR 97A between Entiat and Chelan.  JoAnn performed the work as a member of the WSDOT Bridge Section, prior to joining the TIB staff.

JoAnn also traveled to the Transportation Research Board (TRB) meeting in Washington, DC, to present the project at a technical session.  More recently, she has been asked to join the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) committee on tunnels.

State Auditor Compliments TIB

The routine three-year state audit of the Transportation Improvement Board was recently completed, and the auditors found everything to be in order.  In fact, so much in order that our fiscal techniques will be recommended to other small state agencies by the State Auditor.  In May the Board recognized the efforts of Rich Struna, Assistant Director for Operations, and Theresa Anderson, Fiscal Analyst, for their outstanding efforts.

At the suggestion of the auditors, TIB will be working with our local agency partners to close out projects and schedule our final inspections more promptly after construction completion.

TIB Meeting Dates and Locations for the Remainder of 2002

	Meeting Date
	Location

	July 25-26, 2002
	Aberdeen

	September 26-27, 2002
	Wenatchee

	November 21-22, 2002
	Spokane


Rock Creek Bridge, prior to rehabilitation.











Rock Creek Bridge, with new surfacing and sidewalk added to downstream side.
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