Washington State

Transportation Improvement Board

New Urban Arterial Program Selection Criteria

The Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) has updated its selection criteria for
the Urban Arterial Program in the upcoming application cycle. Criteria were
redeveloped to make a stronger connection to statewide transportation priorities.
Through this effort, TIB also modernized scoring used for project selection with
the intent of giving agencies clearer guidelines for competitive TIB projects.
Eligible agencies for the Urban Arterial Program remain the same (cities with a
population of 5,000 or more, and counties with urban areas) and the program
continues to fund federally classified arterials.

Previously, TIB operated two grant programs for urban agency construction
projects: Urban Arterial Program (UAP); and Urban Corridor Program (UCP).
Although these programs were quite similar, the UAP was best suited for roadway
projects that improved safety and mobility and the UCP was best suited for
projects with multiple funding partners and a goal of expanding capacity. To score
well in either program, projects generally needed to meet a combination of
factors, such as poor street condition and safety concerns.

Beginning June 2013 the two urban programs, and their funding, will be combined
under one criteria set. With the new criteria, a successful arterial project must
score well in one of four areas. These areas, called “bands,” are: safety, growth
and development, mobility, and physical condition.
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New TIB Banding
Criteria are based on
State Transportation

Policy Goals
RCW 47.04.280

Safety
Corrects unsafe conditions,
prevents human and
property damage

Growth and Development
Maximizes development
potential and appropriate

project locations

Physical Condition
Corrects physical &
structural deficiencies,
prevents failure

Mobility
Contributes to traffic and
modal capacity and
network connectivity

Sustainability
Improves project quality
through sustainable design

Constructability
Provides a reasonable
expectation of project

completion
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A maximum of 65 points from any one band (safety, growth and development, physical condition, or mobility) are

available for each project. The remaining 35 points come from both the sustainability and constructability criteria.

Although a project may score well in multiple bands, it only needs to score well in one band to quality for funding.

Once points are totaled, the best projects from each band is chosen until either grant funds are exhausted or remaining

projects drop below a desirable score.

Safety: Corrects unsafe conditions, prevents human
injury and property damage
The safety criteria

have been
modernized to
?A%ETV\YAY reflect new
MANUAL . standards.
15t Edition Principles
i outlined in the
Highway Safety
g Manual are
?/ woven into the
HaM criteria to
- evaluate the

effectiveness of a

project’s design
enhancements. Criteria are no longer based solely on
past accident history, but instead look at the factors
that cause collisions and the potential for accident
reduction.

Growth and development: Maximizes development
potential and appropriate project locations

Criteria scoring will be based on the scale of the
development site (number of jobs anticipated, acreage
developed, etc.), developer support, necessity, and
location. Criteria also evaluate the likelihood the
development will occur based on whether or not zoning
is in place, permits are issued, and private investment is
leveraged.

Physical condition: Corrects physical deficiency and
prevents failure

This band is primarily based on street pavement
condition rating. Other areas contributing to a project’s
score are non-pavement related failures such as slope
stability or flooding; other significant flaws like poor
alignment, channelization or sight distance, traffic
volume or truck/bus route, and sidewalk condition.

Mobility: Contributes to traffic and modal capacity and
network connectivity
Mobility criteria

are based on the
principles of the

iyt e,

Highway Capacity
Manual. Projects

will be scored P
based on current /)))%(&
level of service 744 VNN
compared to
anticipated level
of service post-
project. The
mobility criteria

will address
current
congestion problems, provision of adequate non-
motorized facilities, and benefits derived from
completing arterial network connections.

Constructability: Provides a reasonable expectation of
completion

Criteria in this category evaluate the likelihood the
project will successfully reach construction. Points are
received for reliability of funding, completed plans and
specifications, and processed permits. This category
does not dictate TIB funding be directed towards
shovel-ready projects, but projects that have resolved
barriers to reaching construction may compete better.

Sustainability: Improves project quality through
sustainable design

Sustainable design criteria remain similar to prior years,
but updates are currently being developed to ensure
the most current best practices. These criteria will
evaluate if agencies are using sustainable design and
well-tested, reliable techniques that have a strong track
record.
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