
 

Transportation Improvement Board 
November 17-18, 2016 – Bothell, Washington 
Location: Hilton Garden Inn 

22600 Bothell Everett Highway 
Bothell, WA 98021 
425-486-0400 

 
 

November 17, 2016 – 2:00 p.m. 
WORK SESSION AGENDA 

 
    Page 
 
2:00 p.m. A. Welcome Chair Stevens 
 
  PROGRAM & PROJECT MATTERS  
2:05 p.m. B. 2016 Project Selection TIB Engineers 14 
   
3:30 p.m. C. Adjournment Chair Stevens  
 
4:00 p.m. D. Downtown Bothell redevelopment presentation at Bothell City Hall 
 
Please note: Bothell City Hall is about a 7-10 minute drive from the hotel. A shuttle will be available you 
are also encouraged to carpool. There is parking beneath city hall and on street. 
 
Bothell City Hall 
18415 101st Avenue Northeast 
Bothell, WA 98011 
 
Dinner on your own 
 



 

Transportation Improvement Board 
November 17-18, 2016 – Bothell, Washington 
Location: Hilton Garden Inn 

22600 Bothell Everett Highway 
Bothell, WA 98021 
425-486-0400 

November 18, 2016 – 9:00 a.m. 
BOARD AGENDA 

    Page 
 

9:00 a.m. 1. CALL TO ORDER Chair Stevens 
 
9:05 a.m. 2. LOCAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
9:35 a.m. 3. GENERAL MATTERS 

A. Approval of  September 23, 2016 Minutes  Chair Stevens 1 
B. Communications Steve Gorcester 

1. Winlock to receive $750K state grant to replace water lines – The Daily News  16 
2. City of Kenmore completes improvements to SR 522 – The Woodinville Weekly  17 
3. Ceremonial groundbreaking for Main Street Project – The Woodinville Weekly  19 
4. Royal’s Camelia Street project back on front burner – Sun Tribune  20 
5. Bellevue City Council Votes to Support Sound Transit 3 – The Registry  21 
6. Metro Plan will help shape downtown Everett and beyond – Tribune  22 
7. Feds nix plan to extend Center Parkway across railroad tracks – Tri-City Herald    24 
8. Tukwila marks completion of Interurban Ave S improvements – Tukwila reporter  25 
9. Shoalwater Tribe tells governor of plans and problems – Chinook Observer  26 
10. City will get new street lights – Daily Record  29 
11. University Way getting new pavement this week – Daily Record  31 
12. Enumclaw secures street improvement funds… – The Enumclaw Courier Herald  32 
13. City presses ahead with controversial plan – The Star  33 
14. Four towns cooperate on paving grant – The Star  34 
15. REI confirms headquarters move to Bellevue’s Spring District – Bellevue Reporter 35 
16. Smooth cruisin’ coming to a Parkway near you – The Reflector  37 
17. After two years (and some tears), rebuilt Redondo… – The Waterland Blog  39 
18. With the cut of a ribbon, the renovated Redondo… – The Waterland Blog  40 
19. Redondo Boardwalk reopens in Des Moines – Kent Reporter  41 
20. Redondo Boardwalk open again after 2-year closure – Federal Way Mirror  42 
21. Grant helps south county cities connect bike routes – Herald Net Everett  43 
22. Most Howard St extension work so far underground… – Peninsula Daily News  45 
23. WSDOT testing ideas for troublesome… – The Monitor & Valley News  46 
 

9:50 a.m. 4. NON-ACTION ITEMS 
A. Executive Director’s Report Steve Gorcester  
B. Financial Report Vaughn Nelson  
C. Project Activity Report (9/1/16 – 10/31/16) Greg Armstrong 6 

 

10:30 a.m. 5. ACTION ITEM 
A. WAC Public Hearing & Board Action - Chapter 479-10 Chair Stevens 9  
B. 2016 Project Selection Steve Gorcester 14  

 

10:55 a.m. 6. FUTURE MEETINGS Chair Stevens 
  January 26-27 (Olympia) 



 

Transportation Improvement Board 
November 17-18, 2016 – Bothell, Washington 
Location: Hilton Garden Inn 

22600 Bothell Everett Highway 
Bothell, WA 98021 
425-486-0400 

  March 23-24 (Spokane) 
  May 18-19 (Bellingham) 
  September 21-22 (Walla Walla)  
  November 16-17 (Stevenson) 
 
11:00 a.m. 7. ADJOURNMENT Chair Stevens  
 
 
 

   
 



Transportation Improvement Board 
September 23, 2016 

Best Western 
Moses Lake, Washington 

 
TIB BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Commissioner Richard Stevens, Chair 
Mayor Patty Lent, Vice Chair 
Mr. Jeff Carpenter 
Ms. Wendy Clark-Getzin 
Ms. Elizabeth Chamberlain 
Mr. Gary Ekstedt 
Commissioner Terri Jeffreys 
Mr. John Klekotka 
 

 
Commissioner Bob Koch 
Ms. Colleen Kuhn 
Mayor Ron Lucas 
Mr. Mick Matheson 
Ms. Laura Philpot 
Mr. David Ramsay 
Mr. Jay Weber 

TIB STAFF 
Steve Gorcester 
Vaughn Nelson 
Chris Workman 
Kelsey Davis/recorder 

TIB BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 
Mr. Jim Albert 
Mayor Glenn Johnson 
Ms. E. Susan Meyer 
Ms. Amy Scarton (phone in for Thursday Executive Session) 
 

BOARD MEETING NOTES 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Stevens called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
2. GENERAL MATTERS 

 
A. Approval of May 20, 2016 Minutes 
 

MOTION:  It was moved by Mayor Lent with a second by Commissioner Koch to approve 
the minutes of the May 20, 2016 board meeting. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

B. Communications 
Steve Gorcester discussed communications included in the board packet. 
The TIB received a letter from Governor Inslee regarding the city of Bothell, there is also an 
article in the packet on the same subject. The city suffered a catastrophic fire to the historic 
downtown which drew Governor Inslee to visit the area and to ask TIB to highly consider 
them for a grant to help with repairs. One article discussed the Puyallup, 39th Avenue SW 
project where a problem with the contractor occurred; staff is keeping an eye on how this 
may affect the TIB grant to ensure undue costs associated with changing contractors are 
avoided. The article titled Proposed Lights May Be Too Bright discussed the temperature of 
4000 Kelvin LED lights. The American Medical Association (AMA) has issued a warning 
about this type of street light. The Department of Energy has stated that there is very little 
scientific difference between 3000K and 4000K streetlights. The AMA article states 
streetlight conversions should be to 3000K LED lights for the benefits and these are the types 
of lights that TIB has been putting up most recently in the Relight Washington Program. TIB 
will not be telling cities they must use 3000K but that they should be aware of the AMA alert. 
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He also showed one article published on Sept 22 in the Tri-City Herald titled Feds nix plans 
to extend Center Parkway across railroad tracks, which talks about the ongoing lawsuit 
between the city and the railroad, TIB staff will be talking with the city about the 
ramifications of this lawsuit.  
 

3. NON-ACTION ITEMS 
 
A. Executive Director’s Report – Steve Gorcester reported on the following: 

 Status of surpluses: TIB is on the way to award for the 2016 cycle which will be 
coming to the board in November. Part of what staff looks at before this cycle is 
the increases and decreases on the funding as a whole. The graph of Adjustment 
to Grant Amounts was shown. TIB has been receiving surpluses from projects 
nearly every month in 2015 and 2016 for a total of $20 million since the last 
award cycle. This drives a management challenge to maintain balance in this 
fund. TIB needs to reissue these surpluses to projects that will have a faster life 
than the typical 4-5 year lifetime. This may be accomplished by funding 
preservation projects or other projects that are construction ready. The board can 
expect the program staff brings for approval in November will be larger than 
previously expected due to these surpluses. 

 2016 Application Summary: We received a total of 364 applications this year for 
a total of $355.5 million in requested funds. It is notable that there was about $60 
million in small city applications; this is a direct result of the work staff has been 
doing with reengineering of the Small City Program. 

 Complete Streets Nomination Process: TIB staff is hearing a lot of excitement 
around the program. Staff and nominators are getting many questions from cities 
and counties about how to be nominated. The statutory goal of the project has 
been to increase the number of Complete Streets Ordinances around the state. A 
graph showing the number of ordinances in the state over time was shown, the 
sharp increase in numbers of ordinances in place after the program 
announcement was prominent. A secondary goal is to drive change and increase 
the number of projects designed for all users built in communities around the 
state, so far response has been good. 

 Relight Washington: Currently there are 28 completed projects and 59 active 
projects, for a total of $7.8 million in TIB funds. Staff is seeing a much faster 
turnaround than expected and is now projecting all grants to be finished in 5 
years rather than 8 years that was previously expected. It is also well understood 
that Relight Washington will likely never be completed as not all cities and 
communities are interested in converting. 

 Project Issues, City of Medina: There is a project on the boundary of city of 
Clyde Hill and city of Medina, originally this project was a resurfacing and 
retrofit to add a bike lane. When retrofitting a street with a bike lane there are 
different guidelines than when just resurfacing an existing street and the current 
plans do not meet these guidelines. Previously in the area there was little to no 
bicycle traffic however there was also no infrastructure to support bicycles. Staff 
has let the city know in writing that they are not in compliance with guidelines 
and will need to explore options to right the plans to follow the guidelines or they 
cannot use TIB funds for the project. It is a TIB goal for the correct thing to be 
built so if an increase needs to be brought before the board there will be no 
hesitation by staff to do so. 

 Several project events were highlighted 
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o June 3 – Richland, Duportail Street – Groundbreaking 
o June 15 – SeaTac, Connecting 28th/24th Ave S project – Groundbreaking 
o July 22 – Kitsap County, NW Bucklin Hill Road – Ribbon Cutting 
o August 1 – Shelton, Lake Boulevard/Pioneer Way – Ribbon Cutting 
o August 26 – Port Townsend, Howard Street – Groundbreaking 
o Sept 9 – Kenmore, NE Bothell Way – Ribbon Cutting 

 Several upcoming events were also announced 
o Tukwila – Interurban Avenue S – September 23, 10:00 am 
o Spokane County – Hawthorne – October 5, 2:00 pm 
o Pateros – Warren Avenue/Chris Street – October 17, 5:00 pm 
o Richland – Duportail Street – October 19, 2:00 pm 
o Kennewick – Edison Street – October 19, time to be determined 

 
B. Delayed Projects Response Report – Chris Workman reported on the following: 

 In May the board looked at four projects which were in delay 
o Black Diamond, Roberts Drive – delay with property issues, plan to 

advertise by the end of the year. Staff will watch to see that they do this 
advertising but not expecting further delay. 

o Spokane, 2013 Downtown Pedestrian Improvements – city has stated they 
will withdraw the project due to complications with making the 
improvements. Creative options have been explored but a solution has yet 
to be determined and will likely take additional time.  

o Zillah, Vintage Valley Parkway – staff has recommended that we terminate 
the project. 

o Richland, Gage Blvd/Center Parkway, Gage Blvd to Tapteal Dr.– this 
project has been in delay for a few years now, staff and board will discuss 
if termination is appropriate with further information. 

 
C. Financial Report – Vaughn Nelson reported on the following: 

The following is based off of information available on the TIB public dashboard. 
 TIB is likely at our peak for TIA funds for the year at $45 million. 
 The net revenue graph we would expect to see more green points however this 

year there have been more ups and downs due to trying to use surpluses. 
 Currently the account balances are stable. TIB has requested an allocation of 

$355.5 million for next biennium. 
 Mayor Lucas asked if the legislature has taken any funds from TIB over the last 

20 years. Steve Gorcester stated that this has not happened in the last 20 years. 
The only exception being when a program and funds was moved to another 
agency. TIB staff has worked hard over the last 10 years to ensure funds are used 
well so the need for reallocation in this way is not necessary. In the last 10 years 
TIB has only been given programs and none have been taken by the legislature. 
 

D. Project Activity Report – Chris Workman reported on the following: 
The following activity took place in May through August 2016. 

 Every program has seen a net surplus in this time period. 
 One urban project was withdrawn, Bellingham – James/Bakerview for 

$1.4million. 
 One small city project, Montesano, Main Street had an increase of $121,916. 
 One small city project, Mabton, B Street had a surplus of $234,405. 
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 The Sidewalk project, Lake Stevens, N. Lakeshore Drive was withdrawn for 
$255,626. 

 Preservation Programs have seen excellent bids and about $2million in surpluses. 
 

4. ACTION ITEMS 
 
A. Project Actions 

 
1. Increase Request: City of Montesano – Main Street 

The City of Montesano, Main Street project (Wynoochee Ave to Marcy Ave) was funded 
out of the Small City Arterial Program (SCAP) in the FY 2013 priority array. The city 
determined the project was physically complete as of November 18, 2014. Soon after, the 
contractor submitted a claim of $416,263 for several protests of the project; a settlement 
of $225,000 was agreed upon. The city’s consulting engineer, Parametrix provided 
engineering support and documentation preparation to facilitate in the negotiations and 
discussions of the claims. The additional direct labor and expenses total $46,172. To 
support the city with funding the settlement, the TIB Executive Director has approved 
$121,916 which leaves $18,011 approved for remaining project expenses. Based on the 
outstanding consultant’s costs and the remaining approved funds, the city is requesting an 
additional TIB increase of $28,161 for total TIB funds of $900,077. 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Jeffreys with a second by Mayor Lent to 
increase TIB funds to the Montesano Main Street project by $28,161 for a total 
authorization of $900,077. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2. Project Termination: City of Zillah – Vintage Valley Parkway 

The City of Zillah Vintage Valley Parkway project was selected in November 2014 as a 
SCAP project. Federal Surface Transportation Program design funds were obligated; 
however, the anticipated construction funding obligation date was revised to after 2020. 
In January 2015, the Board terminated the construction funding allowing the design funds 
to remain to supplement the approved STP design funds. No design work has been 
completed since January 2016 and the project was reported as a Stage 1 delayed project 
at the May 2016 Board meeting. On May 23, 2016, TIB sent the city a letter explaining 
the delayed process and a request to address the delay issues prior to recommendation to 
terminate the project at the September Board meeting. Staff received a letter on August 
26, 2016 stating the STP funds are still scheduled for 2020 obligation. The city 
understood TIB funding would likely be terminated once the project went to delayed 
status without full funding in place. 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Weber with a second by Ms. Clark-Getzin to terminate 
remaining design funds to Zillah Vintage Valley Parkway of $36,302 and close the 
project. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
B. Review Draft of Complete Streets WACs 

The Washington State Legislature created the Complete Streets Program and charged the 
Transportation Improvement Board with its implementation.  TIB staff and board have 
been working to create a program that achieves the goals of incentivizing the adoption of 
complete streets ordinances and ethic by cities and counties in throughout the state. As 
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part of program development, TIB staff has written WAC rules that will put the program 
into place.   Rules for the Complete Street Program will be added to Chapter 479-10. At 
the November board meeting staff will bring finalized Complete Streets Program WACs 
to the board for adoption. 
 

MOTION: It was moved by Mayor Lent with a second by Commissioner Koch to approve draft 
WAC additions for Complete Streets for public comment. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. FUTURE MEETINGS 
The next meeting is scheduled for November 17-18, 2016 in Bothell. 

 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m. 
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APP Program

3-P-817(001)-1 ARLINGTON                                     FY 2017 Arterial Preservation Project Contract Completion 234,157 0 DirectorCC

3-W-159(003)-1 BURLINGTON                                  FY 2017 Arterial Preservation Project Contract Completion 187,996 3,103 DirectorCC

3-E-844(003)-1 OTHELLO                                         FY 2017 Arterial Preservation Project Design 87,764 0 DirectorDE

3-W-126(003)-1 SEDRO WOOLLEY                          FY 2017 Arterial Preservation Project Audit 264,784 0 DirectorFV AD

Total APP Change 3,103

LED Program

S-P-119(001)-1 ALGONA                                           LED Streetlight Conversion Audit 28,647 -4,603 DirectorCC FV AD

S-E-175(001)-1 ELLENSBURG                                 LED Streetlight Conversion Bid Award 706,600 0 DirectorDE CN BA

S-W-833(001)-1 HAMILTON                                       LED Streetlight Conversion Audit 10,649 0 DirectorFV AD

S-E-932(001)-1 ROSLYN                                           PSE Relight Washington Contract Completion 23,540 -5,860 DirectorCC

S-P-805(001)-1 SKYKOMISH                                    LED Streetlight Conversion Contract Completion 72,871 49,771 DirectorCC

S-P-824(001)-1 SULTAN                                           LED Streetlight Conversion Audit 12,100 890 DirectorCC FV AD

Total LED Change 40,198

SCAP Program

6-P-818(006)-1 DARRINGTON                                 Darrington Street Contract Completion 684,536 82,247 DirectorCC

6-W-825(I07)-1 FORKS                                             Calawah Way Overlay Contract Completion 51,822 -14,463 DirectorCC

6-P-820(007)-1 GRANITE FALLS                              S Granite Avenue Contract Completion 347,621 -19,525 DirectorCC

Washington State Transportation Improvement Board

Project Activity Report
Reporting Period

From  09/01/2016  to  10/31/2016

Project ID Agency Project Description Current Phase
Total TIB

Funds
Change in
TIB Funds ApprovalPhases



6-W-953(008)-1 KALAMA                                           China Garden Road Contract Completion 466,872 37,629 DirectorCC

6-W-957(006)-1 MONTESANO                                  Main Street Contract Completion 900,077 28,161 DirectorCC

6-E-886(I06)-1 TWISP                                             SR 20 Sidewalk Bid Award 178,251 -23,349 DirectorBA

6-E-947(011)-1 ZILLAH                                            Vintage Valley Parkway Withdrawn 84,388 -36,302 DirectorWD

Total SCAP Change 54,397

SCPP Program

2-P-800(004)-1 BLACK DIAMOND                            FY 2017 Overlay Project Audit 98,585 15,772 DirectorCC FV AD

2-W-837(002)-1 BLAINE                                            FY 2017 Seal Coat Project Audit 86,736 1,292 DirectorCC FV AD

2-E-930(003)-1 CLE ELUM                                        FY 2017 Seal Coat Project Audit 75,382 -4,027 DirectorCC FV AD

2-E-932(002)-1 ROSLYN                                           FY2017 Seal Coat Project Contract Completion 35,606 -4,067 DirectorCC

2-E-933(001)-1 SOUTH CLE ELUM                          FY 2017 Seal Coat Project Audit 21,809 -15,941 DirectorCC FV AD

Total SCPP Change -6,971

SP Program

P-P-818(P01)-1 DARRINGTON                                 Seeman Street (SR 530) Contract Completion 318,380 5,906 DirectorCC

P-P-199(P07)-1 LAKEWOOD                                     Gravelly Lake Drive Construction 36,000 0 DirectorCN

P-P-109(P02)-1 MEDINA                                            Evergreen Point Road Bid Award 113,818 50,000 DirectorBA

P-P-822(P01)-1 MONROE                                         Main Street Contract Completion 226,884 28,725 DirectorCC

P-E-165(P05)-1 SPOKANE                                        2013 Downtown Pedestrian Improvements Withdrawn 46,818 -486,229 DirectorCN BA CC WD

Washington State Transportation Improvement Board

Project Activity Report
Reporting Period

From  09/01/2016  to  10/31/2016

Project ID Agency Project Description Current Phase
Total TIB

Funds
Change in
TIB Funds ApprovalPhases



P-W-196(P02)-1 TUMWATER                                     E Street/Deschutes Parkway Audit 232,475 0 DirectorCC FV AD

Total SP Change -401,598

UAP Program

8-4-002(006)-1 ASOTIN COUNTY                            Fleshman Way Construction 0 0 DirectorCN

8-2-159(014)-1 BURLINGTON                                  E Gilkey Road Contract Completion 291,723 17,888 DirectorCC

8-3-009(010)-1 DOUGLAS COUNTY                        N Baker Avenue Construction 317,311 0 DirectorCN

8-1-199(011)-1 LAKEWOOD                                     Bridgeport Way SW Contract Completion 3,304,800 0 DirectorCC

8-1-199(014)-1 LAKEWOOD                                     S Tacoma Way Construction 160,000 0 DirectorCN

8-1-102(034)-1 RENTON                                          S 7th Street Audit 613,338 60,702 DirectorCC FV AD

8-1-102(036)-1 RENTON                                          Main Avenue S Construction 0 0 DirectorCN

8-1-031(012)-1 SNOHOMISH COUNTY                   Seattle Hill Road Construction 0 0 DirectorCN

8-4-180(022)-1 YAKIMA                                            Tieton Drive Audit 567,682 0 DirectorFV AD

Total UAP Change 78,590

-232,280Total Change

PND - Pending

PD - Predesign

DE - Design

CN - Construction

BA - Bid Award

CC - Contract Completion

FV - Final Voucher

AD - Audit

WD - Withdrawn

Washington State Transportation Improvement Board

Project Activity Report
Reporting Period

From  09/01/2016  to  10/31/2016

Project ID Agency Project Description Current Phase
Total TIB

Funds
Change in
TIB Funds ApprovalPhases



 

State of Washington 

Transportation Improvement Board 
 

 
 

Chapter 479‐10 WAC Additions 
November 18, 2016 

 
BACKGROUND 
The  Washington  State  Legislature  created  the  Complete  Streets  Program  and  charged  the 
Transportation Improvement Board with its implementation.  TIB staff and board have been working to 
create a program that achieves the goals of  incentivizing the adoption of complete streets ordinances 
and ethic by cities and counties in throughout the state. 
 
As part of program development, TIB staff has written WAC rules that will put the program  into place.   
Rules for the Complete Street Program will be added to Chapter 479‐10.  All other current TIB WACs can 
be viewed at: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=479 
 
The board  reviewed and commented on  the WAC at  the September meeting  in Moses Lake.   At  that 
time the board instructed staff to put it out for public comment. No comments were received from the 
public.  
 
 
STATUS 
WAC additions to Chapters 479‐10 can be found on pages 10 to 13 of this packet.   A public hearing will 
be held during the board meeting.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff  recommends  approval  of  Chapter  479‐10 WAC  additions.  Board will  take  action  following  the 
public hearing. 
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Chapter 479-10 WAC
PRESERVATION PROGRAMS, STREETLIGHT PROGRAM, AND COMPLETE STREETS GRANT 

PROGRAM

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-500  What is the purpose and authority for the com­
plete streets grant program?  The transportation improvement board 
(TIB) adopts rules necessary to implement the complete streets grant 
program authorized in RCW 47.04.320. The purpose of the program is to 
encourage local agencies to adopt ordinances calling for street and 
road designs that incorporate access to all users, including, bicy­
clists, pedestrians, motorists and public transportation riders by 
providing a financial incentive.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-510  What local governments are eligible for the com­
plete streets grant program?  A city or county is eligible to receive 
a grant award from the complete streets grant program when it has a 
jurisdiction-wide complete streets ordinance adopted by its council or 
commission.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-520  How are local governments selected for complete 
streets grant funding?  In order to be considered for funding, an eli­
gible city or county must be nominated by an approved nominating or­
ganization. Complete streets grant funding is an incentive payment, 
recognizing local governments that plan, design, and build with con­
sideration for all users, high continuity with existing infrastruc­
ture, and sound engineering principles based on peer reviewed guides, 
reports and publications consistent with the purposes of the program. 
A nominating organization, keeping these guidelines in mind, may at 
its discretion nominate an eligible local government for a complete 
streets grant. The transportation improvement board will select the 
best nominated local government, within available funding. Funding as­
sociated with the a grant award may be used to complete projects or 
activities identified on an approved work plan.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-530  Who can nominate?  The board will approve nomi­
nating organizations. The board may add or eliminate nominating organ­

[ 1 ] OTS-8136.2 
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izations in advance of each call for nominations. Nominating organiza­
tions must be:

(1) Washington state government agencies that have an interest in 
transportation; or

(2) Statewide nonprofit groups that have transportation as part 
of their organizational purpose.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-540  How many nominations may each nominator submit? 
The board will set a limit on the number of nominations available to 
each nominating organization, based on the pool of eligible local gov­
ernments and the relative size of the nominating organization compared 
to other nominators.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-550  The board may nominate eligible local govern­
ments.  The board may nominate eligible local governments if the nomi­
nating organizations do not provide sufficient nominations to utilize 
available funds or the nominations received do not reflect appropriate 
geographic or local government diversity.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-560  How will nominated local governments be evaluated 
for the complete streets grant program?  Nominated local governments 
may be selected for a grant award based on the following factors:

(1) Quality of the adopted complete streets ordinance;
(2) Level of integration of the complete streets ethic in plan­

ning documents;
(3) Presence of community outreach and engagement in street or 

road plans and projects;
(4) Past projects constructed for existing and expected users;
(5) Future project designs or plans that adhere to complete 

streets guidelines;
(6) Other factors as determined by the board.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-570  What projects are eligible?  The following types 
of improvements are permitted uses:

(1) Pedestrian infrastructure;
(2) Bicycle infrastructure;

[ 2 ] OTS-8136.2 
11



(3) Street or road systems modifications that provide or improve 
access to public transit;

(4) Aesthetic improvements to the streetscape associated with the 
street or road system; and

(5) Other activities consistent with RCW 47.04.320 may be author­
ized by the board on a case-by-case basis.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-580  How is the work plan determined?  Staff will work 
with the local government to determine eligible items that may be ap­
proved on the work plan. Projects may include work that is contracted 
out or work that is performed by local government staff for construc­
tion, installation, and significant repair of street or road related 
infrastructure, and capital planning processes that include an imple­
mentation plan for such infrastructure work. Automobile, freight ac­
cess requirements, impact on sensitive environmental areas, and pre­
serving the community character may also be taken into consideration.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-590  How to make changes to the work plan.  Work plans 
may be modified by request to the executive director within awarded 
funding. Savings from the approved work plan may be reprogrammed into 
additional work plan items.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-600  When will the grant award payment be made?  The 
grant award payment will be made after TIB approval of the eligible 
project work plan and a grant award agreement is fully executed. Funds 
shall be held by the local government in a separate and identifiable 
account and used only on the approved work plan. Funding not expended 
on a work plan item within three years of the grant award date shall 
be returned within ninety days after receipt of the transportation im­
provement board's written notification.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-610  How is the amount of the incentive payment deter­
mined?  The award amount for eligible project work plans will be based 
on the following factors:

(1) Level of commitment to complete streets ethic;
(2) Available funds;
(3) Number of nominations;

[ 3 ] OTS-8136.2 
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(4) History of complete streets projects; and
(5) Cost to implement the approved work plan.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-620  What is required at grant award closeout?  Within 
ninety days after the grant funds are fully expended or three years 
after the grant award date, whichever comes first, the local govern­
ment shall provide an itemized list of expenditures and written cer­
tification that all grant funds were only expended on eligible work 
plan items. The board may require additional documentation of expendi­
tures prior to closeout. If not all grant funds were expended, the lo­
cal government shall return unused funds to the board along with the 
closeout materials. Should the board determine that some funding was 
not expended on eligible work plan items; the local government shall 
return such funds to the board within ninety days after receipt of the 
board's written notice.

NEW SECTION

WAC 479-10-630  When can eligible local governments who have al­
ready received an award, receive a new award?  Eligible local govern­
ments may receive a grant award in subsequent years only after previ­
ously awarded funds are expended or returned as provided in WAC 
479-10-620.

[ 4 ] OTS-8136.2 
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BACKGROUND 
The preliminary target size for project selection approved at the May 2016 board meeting was $106 million.  
Later that number was increased by up to $20 million due to favorable bids and surplus funds. In June, TIB staff 
gave funding workshops throughout the state, training individuals on programs and criteria. Project 
applications were due August 19th, 2016. TIB received 366 applications requesting approximately $345 million. 
Details of specific program requests are shown in the table below. 

 

SUMMARY OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

Program  Applications  Funds Requested 

Urban Arterial Program   95  $253,144,375 

Urban Sidewalk Program  50  $18,301,112 

Arterial Preservation Program  29  $10,513,261 

Small City Arterial Program  61  $37,903,461 

Small City Sidewalk Program   44  $10,707,273 

Small City Preservation Program  87  $14,882,967 

TOTAL 366  $345,452,449 

 

During the months of September and October, TIB engineers made site visits to all projects in order to review 
the submitted data and validate the desk ratings applied to the applications.  At the end of October, the 
engineers met with the Executive Director to discuss the criteria ratings and propose a preliminary list of 
projects for approval at the November board meeting.  In addition to using program criteria, a set of jury 
questions was considered. Jury questions included project scope, schedule, funding package, and any additional 
knowledge about the project or agency that would affect project completion. Some projects that ranked highly 
based solely on the application and criteria may not be recommended for funding based on these factors. 

The table below delineates the target funding level approved by the board, the recommended program funding 
levels based on the proposed Priority Array, and total project cost in each program. 
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED FUNDING 

Program 
Number of 

Recommended 
Projects

Recommended 
TIB Funds 

Total Project 
Cost 

Urban Arterial Program   26  $87,793,029  $219,725,868 

Urban Sidewalk Program  17  $5,475,502  $11,109,718 

Arterial Preservation Program  14  $5,927,570  $7,180,776 

Small City Arterial Program  22  $15,348,598  $17,184,054 

Small City Sidewalk Program   11  $3,085,746  $3,344,748 

Small City Preservation Program  25  $3,538,116  $3,858,505 

TOTAL 115  $121,168,560  $262,403,669 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
TIB staff recommends that the board adopt the project selection as presented in the FY 2018 Priority Array. 
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Winlock to receive $750K state grant to replace water lines 
by Hayat Norimine 
September 12, 2016 
 
Winlock has secured financing to begin much‐needed water system improvements in the downtown area. 
 
The city will receive a state block grant of $750,000 to replace the water main and resident water service lines under 
Southeast  First  Street,  the  first  step  before  the  state will  finance  repaving  of  the  street, Winlock Mayor  Lonnie 
Dowell said. 
 
The city has received numerous complaints throughout the years about the street, which has needed resurfacing for 
20 years, Dowell said Monday. But with limited funding, the options were to either wait for outside money or raise 
utility rates, he said. 
 
“It’s finally come through,” Dowell said. “We’re very excited.” 
 
Dowell said the received a “verbal commitment” but doesn’t know when the funds will be distributed. About three 
miles of water main and 113 residential water connections will be replaced in the project. 
 
Once  the water  lines are  replaced,  the  state Transportation  Improvement Board would be willing  to pay  for  the 
Southeast First Street overlay, Dowell said. He estimated the cost of the overlay to be close to $1 million.  
 
Contact Daily News reporter Hayat Norimine at 360‐577‐7828 
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City of Kenmore completes improvements to State Route 522 
by Tim Gruver, Special to the Weekly 
September 19, 2016 
 
The past ten years has marked numerous  improvements to State Route 522 (Bothell Way) between 65th Ave. N.E. 
and  the east city  limits. After more  than  two years of work,  the city of Kenmore’s SR 522 project was completed 
earlier this month. 
 
Beginning  in  April  of  2015,  the  project  ran  from  61st  to  65th  Avenues  and  was  contracted  to  Marshbank 
Construction,  Inc. of Lake Stevens.  Its goals  include  improving pedestrian accessibility, transit reliability and driver 
safety. 
 
The project’s completion was marked with a ribbon‐ cutting ceremony at The Vine Church on Sept. 9, which featured 
a number of distinguished speakers,  including Washington state Senator David Frockt, state Representative Jessyn 
Farrell and Mayor David Baker of the city of Kenmore. 
 
Previously,  pedestrians walking  along  route  522  had  no  sidewalks  to  travel  on  and  also  had  to  contend with  a 
number of loose power lines hanging from utility poles along the 522 corridor. 
 
“It  just wasn’t  a  safe  corridor,”  Baker  said.  “[The  SR  522  project]  is  a  tremendous  boon  to  the  city,  and we’re 
thankful that it’s done.” 
 
The project  is estimated to have cost $16.2 million  in total and was managed by the Kristen Betty and Associates, 
(KBA). The final segment of the project from west city  limits to 61st Avenue NE was funded through $12 million  in 
state funds as a part of the State Transportation Bill. 
 
The  project’s  other  improvements  include  medians,  street  lighting,  underground  utility  lines  and  stormwater 
drainage which will help  improve  storm‐water  flow management and water quality. Crews  installed a handrail at 
61st Ave NE and backlit street name signs on traffic signal arms. 
 
Kenmore  City  Engineer  Kristen Overleese  cautioned  that while  there  is  still much work  to  be  done  in  relieving 
Kenmore’s traffic congestion, the 522’s current improvements are a good start. 
 
“The project helped put sidewalks where there were none before,” Overleese said. “This will help, but it’s no silver 
bullet.” 
 
Over  60,000  cars  pass  through  the  intersection  of  61st  avenue  a  day  and  the  route’s  dual  left‐turn  lanes were 
removed to reduce vehicular collisions. 
 
A new traffic signal was subsequently installed in addition to improved pedestrian crossings at 61st Ave NE and the 
522 intersection to accompany the route’s heavy traffic. 
 
Landscaping  and  planting  work  were  also  a  part  of  the  project,  improving  both  sides  of  the  522  corridor’s 
appearance and better irrigation. 
 
The project will provide community benefits such as widened lanes and an additional turn lane on the south leg of 
61st Ave NE. Residents will also find new curbs, sidewalks and treatments to Burke‐Gilman Trail Crossing along with 
a new retaining wall near Bethany Bible Church and a center median on SR 522. 
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Temporary work  zones  created  by  crews working  along  the  north  side  of  SR  522  from west  to  east  featured  a 
number of concrete barriers dividing the work zones from the rest of the lanes and provided open gaps to maintain 
driveway access. 
 
Construction on the north side of SR 522 between 61st and 65th Avenues was marked by a string of temporary bus 
lane closures and vehicle detours  for  the duration of  the project. Much of  the work  included asphalt paving and 
trenching to install underground utilities and utility crossings at 61st Ave NE and along SR 522. 
 
Overleese credited  the project’s success  to  the city’s  talented contractors and extended her  thanks  to Kenmore’s 
local businesses for their understanding over the course of the project. 
 
“As always, we’re grateful to our business community,” Overleese said. “Construction is dirty, intrusive and long, but 
we’ve always tried to keep our businesses up to speed and we’re thankful for their patience.” 
 
Edited 9/26/16: KBA was originally listed as the Kenmore Business Alliance. It is actually Kristen Betty and Associates. 
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Ceremonial groundbreaking for Main Street Project 
by Lisa Allen 
October 10, 2016  

 

 
On Sept. 20, a ceremonial groundbreaking took place for Duvall’s Main Street Project even though construction has 
been clearly underway for awhile. 
 
Although  it may  be  hard  for motorists  to  tell  as  they work  their way  through  the  construction  activity,  Project 
Manager Shaun Tozer says, “Things are going great.” 
 
The  $8  million  (estimated)  project  will  install  curbs,  gutters  and  sidewalks  as  well  as  illumination,  utility 
undergrounding and general roadway improvements on SR 203 from Valley Street to Big Rock Road. 
 
The project  is expected to be completed by early 2018.Grant funding will pay for most of it. 
 
“The contractor  is beginning a  few major  items of work  like  the  joint utility  trench and water  line  replacement,” 
Tozer said. “The grading and excavation at Kennedy has really opened up that corner which will continue to improve 
once the roads approach is lowered at the intersection and regraded uphill.” 
 
He added that Puget Sound Energy has completed its work so the road crews finally have Main Street to themselves. 
 
“It was challenging to synchronize the two different work zones and groups of flaggers,” he said. “Overall though, 
delays are  to be expected and motorists have reacted very well  to  the different closures and  traffic management 
that has been used. 
 
“While activity on the project will be a constant, so much of what we’re doing is underground at the moment so that 
people may not see many noticeable changes like the clearing around Kennedy. But those major changes are coming 
too; Main Street is going to look great.” 

From  left, Duvall Mayor Will  Ibershof and Councilmembers Dianne Brudnicki,  Leroy Collinwood, 
Veronika Williams, Amy Ockerlander, Jason Walker and Scott Thomas wield the “golden” shovels 
during the recent ceremonial groundbreaking for the Main Street Project. (Photo by Shaun Tozer)
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Royal’s Camelia Street project back on front burner 
by Ted Escobar 
September 20, 2016 
 
ROYAL CITY – Mayor Kent Andersen reported to the Royal City Council, at  its August 16 meeting, that the Camelia 
Street project is back on the road. 
 
Andersen said an application for $1.4 million has been submitted to the Transportation Improvement Board for the 
street portion of the project. The project includes replacement of old water mains. 
 
The funding for that as been received, but the Council wants all of the project to be done at one time. 
 
City Finance Director Greg Pike expects to hear from the TIB just before Thanksgiving. The city was turned down last 
year at about that time. 
 
“We’re pretty positive about it,” Pike said. 
 
On the housing front, the Council authorized Andersen to sign mylars for Phase III of the Rock Creek development 
with the condition that bonding be finalized as described by City Planner Darryl Piercy. 
 
Police Chief Darin Smith reported that a proposal to have Grant County continue to cover any  incoming calls from 
midnight‐5 a.m. for the rest of the year has been agreed to by the county. This will add no cost to the City. 
 
Copies of a potential ordinance were distributed to the council members for review. The proposed ordinance would 
give the city a special events policy. 
 
The  Council  approved  a  consent  agenda  that  included  the  Council meeting minutes  for  August  2,  a  payroll  of 
$19,409.08 and claims totaling $23,212.32. 
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Metro Plan will help shape downtown Everett and beyond 
by Mike Pearce 
September 21, 2016 
 
EVERETT — The city’s Metro Everett plan to shape the city core  into a more walkable,  livable area  is coming along 
smoothly, although with ambitious goals to manage expected population growth. 
 
Coming  in at  just over one square mile, Metro Everett  is a region that encapsulates the city’s business district, the 
Everett Station area, parts of Broadway, and a smattering of surrounding residential and commercial areas. 
 
Since  committing  to  the  Metro  Everett  plan  in  2015,  city  staff  and  consultants  have  conducted  a  survey,  an 
economic  market  evaluation,  held  a  public  open  house,  formulated  a  livability  profile,  and marked  important 
redevelopment areas. 
 
The City Council received a briefer on the plan last week from city long‐range planner David Stalheim. 
 
Councilwoman Cassie Franklin hoped  to  set a  firm goal  for  low  income housing. Some members were concerned 
over  the proposed  reduction  in parking, should  this plan go  forward, stating  the obvious need  to build up  transit 
options concurrently to alleviate any potential strain it might cause. 
 
During  the  last  two months,  the  city  determined  three  actions  that  it  believes  will  serve  as  a  catalyst  to  the 
continued growth desired for this plan, which are development incentives, “placemaking” at the west end of Hewitt 
Avenue and transit station planning. 
 
The  development  incentives  include  some  significant,  if  rather  broad,  goals.  Perhaps  the most  notable  goal  is 
enticing developers to build 1,000 units of market‐rate housing  in Metro Everett within seven years. The city also 
aims to increase the low‐income housing inventory. 
 
In  addition,  Everett  would  like  to  reduce  single‐occupant  vehicle  usage  in  tandem  with  increasing  transit 
development, much as it has aimed to do with the Swift buses along the Evergreen corridor. It also hopes to increase 
overall employment  in the metro area and to  foster an active, safe, and clean city environment. Everett hopes to 
achieve these milestones by either expanding or adding to existing city financial incentives. 
 
Placemaking, as it’s known, is the idea that transforming and improving a neighbor‐hood should be centered around 
public spaces, such as plazas, that are designed by and for the community. 
 
The Metro Everett Plan would  include creating a plaza where a BNSF railroad  line runs at the west end of Hewitt 
Avenue  for  three purposes:  to provide a better view of  the marine  terminal, create a plaza extension  for nearby 
businesses, and to commemorate the 1916 Everett Massacre which occurred there.  Improve‐ments to the current 
bicycle and pedestrian access paths to the waterfront would be made as well. 
 
One critical component of Everett’s long‐term Comprehensive Plan is the arrival of light rail in 2036 which hinges on 
the Sound Transit 3 ballot measure passing this November. 
 
The light rail commuter platforms would be sited between Broadway and McDougall, to the south of Pacific Avenue 
but a block away from Everett Station. Everett Station would continue to serve as a bus‐to‐bus transfer facility. Bus 
to‐light rail transfers will be conducted at the  light rail station  itself. Walkability throughout the transit area would 
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be  improved  through  constructing  a  pedestrian  bridge  over  Broadway  and  renovating  the  existing  32nd  Street 
corridor. 
 
“Complete Streets is a national program encourag‐ing local agencies, when they’re doing transportation projects, to 
look at all modes: pedestrians, bikes, ADA, freight, and vehicles—trying to incorporate that all,” described city public 
works director Dave Davis. 
 
The  City  Council  adopted  the  Complete  Streets  program  in  2008  by  resolution,  but  it  is  now  trying  to  pass  an 
ordinance on it in order to qualify for a grant from the state’s Transportation Improvement Board. 
 
Davis said if the city is successful, it might extend a bike path or add in more curb ramps. 
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Feds nix plan to extend Center Parkway across railroad tracks 
by Wendy Culverwell 
September 22, 2016 
 
The  cities  of  Kennewick  and  Richland  may  not 
extend  Center  Parkway  across  a  pair  of  railroad 
tracks near Columbia Center mall, under a recent 
ruling  by  the  federal  Surface  Transportation 
Board. 
 
The  cities  jointly  want  to  construct  an  at‐grade 
road  crossing  to  connect  Center  Parkway  with 
Tapteal Drive and Gage Boulevard by way of a pair 
of railroad tracks operated by the Tri‐City Railroad 
Co. 
 
The cities say the project will  improve traffic flow 
in a growing area.  In  lieu of constructing a bridge 
or  tunnel,  the  cities  propose  installing  modern 
traffic controls at the crossing. They say there isn’t 
enough road or rail traffic to warrant more costly 
investments. 
 
But the railroad has fought the plan, saying an at‐
grade crossing will interfere with its use of both the main line and a side track. 
 
In  an  opinion  released  Sept.  14,  the  transportation  board  agreed,  saying  the  Center  Parkway  extension  “would 
unreasonably interfere with (the railroad’s) present and future railroad operations on one of the tracks.” The plan to 
condemn property using state law violates federal transportation law, it said. 
 
The city of Richland, the lead for the project, is not giving up. 
 
“We have options,” Mayor Bob Thompson said. 
 
They  include appealing the decision to the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, negotiating a compromise with Tri‐
City Railroad owner Randy Peterson or revisiting the idea of building a bridge or tunnel. 
 
Tri‐City Railroad leases the 16‐mile section of track linking the Port of Benton to the main railroad line from the port. 
It says mixing cars and trains would impede its growing business and pose a safety hazard. 
 
In court documents,  the  railroad said  its business  is growing. The railroad handled  the equivalent of  two nine‐car 
trains per day in 2013, two 10‐car trains per day in 2014 and two 16‐car trains per day in 2015. 
 
Preferred Freezer Plant, which began operations  in 2015,  is behind the  increasing number of rail cars on the  line. 
The railroad expects more growth, noting that Lamb Weston’s corporate parent, ConAgra Foods Inc., is expected to 
build an automated cold storage warehouse in the Horn Rapids area. 
 
In a parallel  legal action, the Washington Court of Appeals for Division  III approved the Center Parkway extension 
plan in June, but agreed to revisit its decision a month later at the railroad’s request. 

The federal Surface Transportation Board has ruled in favor of the 
Tri‐City Railroad in its fight against plans by the cities of Richland 
and  Kennewick  to  extend  Center  Parkway  across  tracks  it 
operates near Columbia Center.  The new  road would  link Gage 
Boulevard and Tapteal Drive.  
Tri‐City Herald file.
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Shoalwater Tribe tells governor of plans and problems 
by Natalie St. John 
September 27, 2016 

 
 
SHOALWATER  RESERVATION —  Gov.  Jay  Inslee  visited  the  Shoalwater  Reservation  on Wednesday,  Sept.  21,  to 
congratulate the tribe on winning the prestigious Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s “Culture of Health” award. 
 
During a roughly 90‐minute meeting, Inslee toured Shoalwater facilities, and  learned about erosion damage to the 
north Pacific County coast. During a roundtable discussion with the Shoalwater Bay Tribal Council, members talked 
about the tribe’s goals, accomplishments and needs, which included better access to traditional foods, more mental 
health  resources,  state  assistance with  erosion problems  and  street  improvement projects  as well  as  the  tribe’s 
growing concerns about the earthquake and tsunami threat. 
 
It was Inslee’s first visit to Pacific County since he went into office in January 2013. 
 
Building a culture of health 
 
Each year,  the nonprofit Robert Wood  Johnson Foundation honors seven American communities  that have made 
significant  “... efforts  to ensure all  residents have  the opportunity  to  live  longer, healthier, and more productive 
lives,” according  to  the RWJF website. The winners were chosen  from among about 200 applicants. Each winning 
community  will  receive  a  $25,000  prize,  as well  as  opportunities  to  network with  other  communities  that  are 
building a “culture of health.” 
 
“These communities are connecting the dots between health and education, jobs, housing, and community safety,” 
said Risa Lavizzo‐Mourey, RWJF president and CEO in a press release. 
 
The  foundation  chose  the  Shoalwater  Tribe  for  its  efforts  to  bring  local  health  services  to  an  area  that  is 
geographically isolated. According to an RWJF profile, for many years, Shoalwater members had to drive as much as 

Shoalwater bay Tribe Chairwoman Charlene Nelson took notes, as Gov. 
Jay Inslee spoke, during a Sept. 21 visit to Shoalwater Reservation. 
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70 miles to see a doctor. By the 1990s, a clear pattern of miscarriages and  infant deaths had emerged, and tribal 
leaders realized they needed to create local healthcare options. 
 
Today,  the  tribe’s Wellness  Center  provides 
medical, dental and mental health services for 
the  tribe  and  surrounding  community. 
Children can participate in tutoring and after‐
school  cultural  programs  on  the  reservaton, 
and the tribe is also actively training members 
in emergency preparedness, and working with 
other regional communities and organizations 
to  improve  the  overall  health  and 
preparedness of the area. 
 
The search for higher ground 
 
With  the health center  in place, members of 
the  Shoalwater  Tribe  are  now  turning  their 
attention  to  an  even  bigger  problem:  the 
looming threat of an earthquake and tsunami, 
and  the  loss of  life, and  isolation  from other 
communities that would inevitably follow. 
 
The very small Shoalwater Reservation sits at sea‐level on an extremely vulnerable, and rapidly eroding stretch of 
the coastline, and Shoalwater  leaders are  increasingly convinced that for community members to have any chance 
of survival at all, they’ll have to relocate  to higher ground. During  the roundtable discussion, participants made  it 
clear that they need state government to take a more active role in local emergency planning. 
 
“We live every day with the threat of a tsunami,” one participant told Inslee. 
 
The  tribe’s  Education  Program  Director  Tony  Johnson,  described  the  “toll”  that  living with  this  threat  takes  on 
coastal citizens. The  tiny communities around  the  reservation are coping with  the same  threats and even smaller 
budgets, he said. 
 
“All the folks on the coast need to be considered,” Johnson said. “The truth is, some of the communities don’t have 
the resources of the tribes.” 
 
Looking thoughtful, Inslee asked questions about the estimated cost of relocating the tribe — some put it at about 
$22 million — whether  local  schools  are out of  the  tsunami  zone,  and how  the  tribe  is preparing members. He 
praised tribal leaders for working toward “rational, conscious, long‐term solutions.” 
 
Tribal leaders share local needs 
 
Participants  also  briefly  spoke  about  several  other  issues  close  to  their  hearts. Many  raised  concerns  about  the 
advancing erosion, which has already washed away much of  the  former  town of North Cove, and now  threatens 
state Road 105, and  the  farms and homes beyond. Mechele  Johnson,  the  tribe’s public  relations director,  is also 
active  in the tribe’s Fish and Wildlife Commission and health board. She spoke about the tribe’s desire to  improve 
“food sovereignty — being able to have access to our traditional foods.” 
 
Health Director Kim Zillyett‐Harris said that she is concerned about the rates of youth suicides in Grays Harbor and 
Pacific counties. 
 

Members of the Shoalwater bay Tribe posed with Gov. Jay  Inslee on 
Sept. 21. Inslee visited the Shoalwater reservation to congratulate the 
tribe on winning a prestigious national health award. 
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Other  participants  talked  about  a  flaw  in  a  state  law  that prevents  tribes  from being  eligible  for  Transportation 
Improvement Board grants — one of the state’s major sources of money  for critical street  improvement projects. 
Good  roads  are  important,  one  participant  said,  because  bad  or  inadequate  roads  compound  all  of  the  other 
problems of living in an isolated, disaster‐prone place. 
 
“Most of our  food  is brought  in by  trucks,” he said. “Transportation  is a key element  for  the whole community.” 
Inslee promised to research the law and see what could be done to revise the language. 
 
Governor promises help 
 
Chairwoman Charlene Nelson spoke last, thanking the governor for his visit. Nelson said she was grateful for a good 
“government‐to‐government” relationship between the Shoalwater and the state. Because of that, Nelson said, the 
Shoalwater had been able to make progress on issues that have often stymied tribes who have fewer resources and 
less support from state government. 
 
“I’ve  got  some  really  great  ideas  to work  on,  from  streets  to  the  105  erosion...”  Inslee  said  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting. “I don’t have the full solutions right now,” he said, “but I’m really looking forward to working with you. … 
This meeting has been very, very meaningful to me.” 
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City will get new street lights 
by Nicole Klauss 
September 27, 2016 
 
All of Ellensburg’s street lights will soon be converted 
to  LED  lights  thanks  to  a  $706,600  grant  from  the 
state’s Transportation Improvement Board. 
 
The state’s Transportation  Improvement Board has a 
program  called  Relight  Washington,  which  aims  to 
lower  a  city’s  street  light  cost  by  helping  the  city 
convert to more efficient LED streetlights. 
 
The  city’s  Energy  Service  and  Public  Works 
Departments  worked  together  to  secure  the  grant 
funding  from  the  program.  The  conversion  to  LED 
lights  will  increase  energy  conservation  while 
decreasing maintenance cost, according  to city  staff. 
The  estimated  energy  reduction  annually  is  62 
percent  ($58,000)  and  the  estimated  maintenance 
reduction is $20,000. 
 
Replacing lights 
 
All street  lights  in the city will be upgraded  including 
the Valmont/cobra head style, pintos, acorns and the 
historic  three‐globe  fixtures.  The  city  currently  has 
around  1,600  lights  in  the  city  system  to  replace. 
There are 838 Valmonts, 437 pintos, 95 acorns and 86 
historic three‐globe lights to replace, according to a staff report. 
 
“This  is  a  big win  for  not  only  our  department  but  also  the  city  of  Ellensburg  as well,”  said  Paul Meyer,  senior 
electrical  engineer  for  the  city.  “This  is  an  opportunity  to  replace  all  of  our  existing  street  lights  with  new 
technology.” 
 
The city light crew is responsible for maintaining and upgrading all city lights. 
 
“It’s one of  those  tasks  that’s ongoing,  and we  cant  keep up with  them,” Meyer  said.  “It’s quite  a maintenance 
project on our part that we have to take care of in addition to other duties — serving our customers and maintaining 
the distribution system.” 
 
Survey 
 
LEDs offer multiple options for color temperatures, and the color temperature is expressed in degrees Kelvin. 
 
A light preference survey was open to the city residents earlier this summer. The city installed three different light 
fixtures  ranging  from 3,000K  to 5,000K at  three different  street corners. People were asked  to go  to each of  the 
lights and vote on which warmth level they liked best. 
 

New  LED  bulbs  put  off  a  clean,  white  light  that  contrasts 
dramatically  with  the  warm  yellow  glow  of  nearby 
conventional bulbs,  Tuesday. All of  Ellensburg’s  street  lights 
will  soon  be  converted  to  LED  lights  thanks  to  a  $706,600 
grant  from the state’s Transportation  Improvement Board. A 
couple of  the  lights were  replaced previously due  to  regular 
wear and tear. 
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Only 79 citizens participated in the survey. The top color temperature was the warm white LED at 3,000K, voted by 
58.23 percent, which is what the city will use. 
 
The  city also will  retrofit  the globes  for  the historic globe  style  lights because  there are  currently  three different 
mounting styles being used. 
 
“We’re also replacing all of the globes,” Meyer said. “That allows us to standardize on a single mounting technique 
which is going to clean up the mounting styles and make them look uniform.” 
 
A  total  of  11  bids  came  in  for  the  city’s  bid  on  the  project.  The  lowest  bid  was  from  Northeast  Electric  for 
$1,178,206. With the grant funding, the remaining $471,606 will be funded through the 2014 electric revenue bond 
proceeds and light department ending fund balance. 
 
The estimated payback period for the city is six years. 
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University Way getting new pavement this week 
by DAILY RECORD STAFF 
September 27, 2016 
 
The city is upgrading ADA compliant sidewalk ramps on University Way, and is putting down new pavement on the 
road from the West City limits (near Reecer Creek Road) to Chestnut Street. 
 
City night crews have been working to grind the road surface, and will begin paving today, starting at the west end 
of University Way, according to the city’s website. 
 
Paving is tentatively scheduled to be completed the night of Oct. 5. Crews will work in road segments of about 3,000 
feet in length and at night. Some side streets will be impacted, and detour signs will indicate alternate routes. 
 
Main  Street  and  Water  Street  will  be  impacted  by  construction  work,  but  not  at  the  same  time.  Following 
completion of  the paving,  the contractor will begin  raising existing utilities  (manholes, water valves, etc.) back  to 
finish grade, which will take about four days and will be done during the day. 
 
After the pavement surface  is cured (likely around  late October), and weather and temperature dependent, crews 
will work during the day to place new striping. 
 
The project has been on the city’s list of projects to complete, but was able to happen sooner because the city was 
recently awarded two grants: one from the State of Washington’s Transportation Improvement Board and a second 
from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Surface Transportation Program. 
 
The project’s estimated budget is $1.5 million with grant funding paying for $900,000 of total project cost. 
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City presses ahead with controversial plan 
by Roger S Lucas 
September 28, 2016 
 
Electric City has adopted its Revitalization and Pathways plan by a 5‐0 council vote and is already moving ahead to 
accomplish one of its goals — sidewalks and curbing along SR‐155 as it goes through the city’s business district. 
 
The city has applied to the state Department of Transportation’s “Transportation  Improvement Board” for a Small 
City Sidewalk Program funding grant of $855,000. The grant request, if approved, would pay 95 percent of the total 
cost of the sidewalk project, including engineering. 
 
The  sidewalk component of  the Revitalization and Pathways project, along with parks and a  trail  system, are  the 
primary features of the plan. 
 
The  council  adopted  the  plan, which was  developed  by  a Washington  State University  team  of  instructors  and 
students, at its Sept. 13 meeting after a motion by Councilmember Birdie Hensley and a second by Councilmember 
Aaron Derr. 
 
The  plan  that  has  been  under  study  since  spring  was  recommended  to  the  council  by  a  community‐based 
committee. The committee had dropped the part of the plan that called for an eventual soccer field near the end of 
Grand Avenue, but the council put it back in. 
 
The part of  the plan  that has drawn  the most  fire  is  the  location of a  trail  system  that winds  its way  through a 
residential area on Lakeview Drive. 
 
City officials have stated that, while the plan has been approved by the council, it is in just a general sense. Specifics 
will come later, City Clerk Jackie Perman stated. 
 
The council has assured those pressing against the trail that its actual location has not been established. 
 
If the grant application is approved, it will mean the city can jump start its long range plan of revitalization. 
 
Perman said that if the grant application is finally approved, the sidewalk project would probably not be completed 
before the fall of 2018. 
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Four towns cooperate on paving grant 
by Roger S Lucas 
September 28, 2016 
 
Area vehicles could have a  lot of sticky tar on their tires  if a four‐town request for grants to chip seal a number of 
area streets comes through in October. 
 
Four  towns  have  applied  for  a  state  Transportation  Improvement  Board  chip  seal  grant  totaling  nearly  three‐
quarters of a million dollars. 
 
Chip sealing is the process used to extend the life of an asphalt road by applying a covering of oil and gravel, which 
hardens as it cools and is smoothed out by repeated traffic. 
 
The  four municipalities —  Elmer  City,  Coulee  Dam,  Grand  Coulee  and  Electric  City —  applied  for  a  Small  City 
Preservation Program grant. The local initiative was sparked by Elmer City’s public works Director “Jimmer” Tillman. 
He said at the time that if all four towns applied together their hopes of getting the grant would improve. 
 
“If all four apply, the successful bidder would have only one setup fee, saving TIB a bundle of money,” Tillman said. 
 
All  four  communities  did  come  through.  Their  various  requests  were:  for  Elmer  City,  $156,413;  Electric  City, 
$182,462;  Grand  Coulee,  $292,822;  and  Coulee  Dam,  estimated  at  $150,000.  Coulee  Dam’s  engineering  firm 
couldn’t be reached for the precise amount. 
 
“I was advised that TIB grant people would  look favorable to grant requests where communities work together on 
projects,” Tillman said. 
 
Tillman hurriedly contacted the other three towns and got them on board to meet an early deadline for the four‐
town request. In just a few weeks, the towns will learn if that effort pays off. 
 
All  four  towns  turned  to  their engineering  firms  to  complete  the grant  requests,  coming up with  the  amount of 
money needed to get the work done. 
 
The grants would provide 100 percent of the cost of the several projects. 
 
By applying together and having the four projects done one after the other, TIB would save three of the setup costs 
by the successful bidder. 
 
It would allow the company winning the bid to move from one community to the next without having to set up four 
separate times, Tillman explained. 
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REI confirms headquarters move to Bellevue’s Spring District 
by Ryan Murray 
September 29, 2016 
 
Today,  REI  announced  that  it  has  finalized  an 
agreement  to  relocate  its  headquarters  to  a 
section of the Spring District in Bellevue. 
 
After  announcing  the  proposal  in  March,  final 
paperwork  could  move  the  outdoor‐gear 
cooperative  store's  headquarters  from  Kent  to 
Bellevue by 2020. 
 
The company will develop eight acres of  land  in 
the  Spring  District,  a  36‐acre  mixed‐use  urban 
neighborhood  located  between  the  Bel‐Red 
corridor and State Route 520 in Bellevue, east of 
Downtown. 
 
"We aspire to create something unexpected that 
embodies our co‐op values. We're envisioning a 
sustainable, transit‐friendly, urban neighborhood 
that  blends  working  space  with  green  space, 
takes  inspiration from the community around  it, and connects to the rest of the Puget Sound area," said Eric Artz, 
REI's executive vice president and chief operating officer.  
 
The  first  phase  of  The  Spring District  is  underway, with more  than  300  apartments  under  construction. REI will 
develop  about 20 percent of  the property, which  is designed  to be open  to multiple  forms of  transit  as well  as 
pedestrian and cyclist paths. 
 
The Sound Transit East Link extension plans to open a light rail station at The Spring District by 2023. 
 
"After 28 years in Kent, we have outgrown our current headquarters. So, we will build a campus as a gathering place 
that fosters creativity and connects thousands of increasingly mobile employees," Artz continued. 
 
Founded  in 1938  in Seattle, REI has deep roots  in the Puget Sound community.  In 2016, the co‐op  invested nearly 
$750,000  in  outdoor  places  and  causes  in  and  around  the  Puget  Sound  area,  including  grants  to  Northwest 
Avalanche Center, Washington Trails Association and Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance. The co‐op also opened a 
new  store  at  the nearby Bellevue  Shopping Center earlier  this month,  relocating  its Redmond  location  to better 
serve more than 126,000 active co‐op members in the Bellevue area. 
 
"We look forward to the ongoing dialogue with regional leaders on optimizing local outdoor spaces and commuting 
infrastructure, especially protected bike lanes," Artz said. 
 

REi opened its new Bellevue location Sept. 23. The corporation just 
confirmed  it will also be moving  its headquarters  to Bellevue,  to 
the nascent Spring District.  
Ryan Murray/Staff photo 
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The Spring District will be a walkable, green community with multi use, office and residential space,  including  the 
University of Washington's and Microsoft's Global Innovation Exchange and a brewpub space. REI's partners for the 
new campus  include Wright Runstad & Company  (developer), NBBJ  (architect), Lease Crutcher Lewis  (builder) and 
Hornall Anderson (creative). 
 
"We  couldn't  be more  thrilled  that  an  organization with  such  strong  roots  in  the  Puget  Sound  community  has 
selected the Spring District for its new headquarters. The values of the co‐op, particularly around sustainability, align 
strongly with the values that are represented in the Spring District," said Greg Johnson, president of Wright Runstad 
& Company. 
 
"Creating a new home  for REI  is an exciting opportunity  to  rethink  the  future of work  to help  it better serve and 
connect with its employees, members and community. Offices should blur the boundaries between work and play, 
indoors and outdoors, public and private, adventure and  rest. REI  is  the perfect partner  to work with  to design a 
campus that reflects this spirit of exploration and conservation," said Mindy Levine‐Archer, principal at NBBJ. 
 
"REI means so much  to  the region and  to many of us personally. We're also proud  to be part of  this outstanding 
project team," said Troy Bloedel, vice president at Lease Crutcher Lewis. 
 
 
RYAN MURRAY,  Bellevue Reporter Staff Writer   
rmurray@bellevuereporter.com  or 425‐453‐4290 
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Smooth cruisin’ coming to a Parkway near you 
City prepares to to get to work on Battle Ground’s South Parkway project 
by Jonathan Haukaas 
October 5, 2016 
 
The days of Battle Ground’s most infamous stretch of bumpy road are now numbered.  
 
The city of Battle Ground announced Sept. 26 that South Parkway will soon be seeing drastic improvements within 
the next 12 months after receiving a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.   
Mallard_landing_ 
 
South Parkway, or rather its state of disrepair, has long been a source of complaints in the community because of its 
rather  rough  surface.  With  an  assortment  of  crudely‐filled  potholes  and  exposed  gaps,  frequent  drivers  and 
residents of the rugged road have differing opinions of it.  
 
“It’ll make you quit drinking coffee on your drive to work,” said one driver with a chuckle.   
 
“If we’re looking to buy a new car, we’ll always take it down South Parkway on the test drive. If it still drives nicely 
on there, we known it’s a good car,” said another.   
 
The city is well aware of the road’s reputation and is happy, and relieved, that a plan is finally coming together.  
 
“We’re all really excited to finally get things moving,” said city Communications Manager Bonnie Gilberti.   
 
The  project, which was  originally  supposed  to  get  underway  earlier  this  year, was  put  on  hold when  the  Corps 
“rerouted” the city’s permit application to its Seattle branch because the Vancouver branch is understaffed.  
 
At the time, Mayor Philip Johnson expressed disappointment that the project would see further delays, but he also 
believed that the city made the right decision from a fiscal standpoint.  
 
Without receiving a permit in the timely fashion it had hoped, and because construction season was well under way, 
the city decided  to delay  the project until next year, spring of 2017. That way,  the city explained, “bids would be 
more competitive and the weather more conducive to a major project.”  
 
To ensure that Battle Ground would  infact receive the permit, City Manager Jeff Swanson contacted the offices of 
U.S.  Sen. Maria Cantwell  and U.S. Rep.  Jaime Herrera Beutler,  recruiting  their help with  the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers' process. The staff of Sen. Cantwell's office and that of Rep. Herrera Beutler both assisted in the process.  
 
Having  finally  received  the  permit,  the  city  is  taking  its  first  steps  in  the  design  process  and  putting  a  timeline 
together.  
 
In order to begin construction in March of 2017, the city will advertise for bids in mid‐January. The initial timeline for 
the project suggests approximately nine to 10 months before completion.  
 
The city gave a brief look into the project, stating that “the project will address two distinct sections of the roadway 
— Section A, the southern end of the project, from Eaton to Rasmussen Boulevard, and Section B, the northern end 
from Rasmussen to Main Street.  
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Section A  requires complete  reconstruction of  the  roadway  in order  to  remove and  replace  the  failing  road base. 
New features will also include sidewalks on the east side, ADA ramp upgrades, planter strips, bike lanes, lighting, a 
travel lane in each direction and a center left‐turn lane. Construction will include upgrades to the water and sewer 
utilities infrastructure, as well as stormwater facilities. 
 
Section B, between Rasmussen and Main, will require less work using a process called referred to as “mill and fill.” 
The first few inches of the roadway will be ground down and a new layer of asphalt will be added on top. Sidewalk 
ADA ramps will be upgraded and some utility work will be done.    
 
Two state Transportation Improvement Board grants totaling $4.3 million make up the majority of this fully‐funded, 
$5.6 million project. Below is a complete funding breakdown:    
 
• State Transportation Improvement Board Grants: $4,305,216  
 
• Battle Ground Traffic Impact Fees: $695,000  
 
• Battle Ground Water Fund: $498,350  
 
• Battle Ground Sewer Fund: $41,000  
 
• Battle Ground Transportation Benefit District (TBD): $65,000 
 
© 2016 The Reflector. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Redondo Boardwalk reopens in Des Moines 
October 13, 2016 
 
The  Redondo  Boardwalk  along  the  Puget  Sound  in  Des 
Moines reopened this week after a $4.7 million project to 
repair it following damage during a November 2014 storm. 
 
The  city  of  Des  Moines  closed  the  popular  boardwalk 
because of the damage. 
 
With  support  from  the  Federal  Highway  Administration 
($2.3  million  grant),  Washington  State  Department  of 
Commerce  ($1.4  million),  state  Transportation 
Improvement  Board  ($360,000)  and  the  City  Council 
($497,000), the boardwalk has been restored. 
 
City officials thanked state Sens. Karen Keiser, D‐Kent, and 
Mark Miloscia, R‐Federal Way; state Reps. Tina Orwall, D‐
Des  Moines,  Linda  Kochmar,  R‐  Federal  Way,  Mia 
Gregerson, D‐SeaTac,  and  Teri Hickel, R‐Federal Way  and 
Steve Gorcester of  the  state Transportation  Improvement 
Board for their support in making a replacement a reality. 

The new Redondo Boardwalk in Des Moines.
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Redondo Boardwalk open again after 2‐year closure 
October 18, 2016 

 

 
The Redondo Boardwalk re‐opened last week after storm damage forced it to close for repairs for nearly two years. 
 
The popular walking spot was ruined by a storm  in November 2014, when gusty winds and a high tide sent waves 
crashing over the boardwalk with enough force to knock out parts of the seawall  in some residents's yards. It was 
also closed for four years following a heavy winter storm in 1990. 
 
After  the  latest  closure,  city of Des Moines officials opted  to  repair  it with  concrete decking panels designed  to 
withstand "large log damage" and high wave pressure. The new water side pilings, reinforced with pipe sleeves then 
filled with concrete, are also expected to hold up against future storms. 
 
"With  support  from  the  Federal  Highway  Administration,  the Washington  State  Department  of  Commerce,  the 
Transportation Improvement Board and the Des Moines City Council, the Boardwalk has been restored and  is now 
open to the public," Des Moines City Clerk Bonnie Wilkins said in a release. 
 
The release also thanked Legislative District 30 lawmakers Sen. Mark Miloscia and Rep. Linda Kochmar for securing 
$1.5 million of the $4.7 million needed for the boardwalk's repairs in the June 2015 state capital budget.  

The Redondo Boardwalk in December 2014 (left) after suffering storm damage that would close it for almost two 
years. The repaired boardwalk (right) re‐opened last week. Contributed photo 
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Grant helps south county cities connect bike routes  
by Melissa Slager 
October 24, 2016 

 
LYNNWOOD — “Sharrows” are going down. Signs are going up. Bike lanes are being added. 
 
A  new  bicycle  network  is  taking  shape  across  three  south  Snohomish  County  cities,  starting  with  Lynnwood. 
Improvements in Edmonds and Mountlake Terrace will follow next summer. 
 
The Bike 2 Health project is funded by a $1.9 million grant from Verdant Health Commission, one of the largest it has 
awarded. 
 
The Interurban Trail is the best‐known bicycle route in the area. 
 
“But  if you’re not a bike commuter, you may not know how easy  it  is to the get to the community college, or the 
hospital, or the ferry terminal” on a bike, said George Kosovich, assistant superintendent at Verdant. 
 
Once  complete,  new  routes will  help  cyclists  get  to  and  from major  destinations,  such  as  Edmonds  Community 
College,  the  Edmonds  ferry  terminal,  the  Lynnwood  and Mountlake  Terrace  transit  centers,  and  Swift  bus  rapid 
transit stations. 

A map details improvements planned for Bike 2 Health, a project of Lynnwood, Edmonds and Mountlake Terrace 
and funded by the Verdant Health Commission. The project, which is now underway in Lynnwood, will connect 
bicycle  routes between  the  three  cities and provide better  signage  for  cyclists. Construction  in Edmonds and 
Mountlake Terrace is scheduled for summer 2017. (Map courtesy Bike 2 Health) 
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There are more than 20 miles of bike lanes or marked paths already between the three cities. Still, those were added 
in isolation over the years, and there are gaps. 
 
A  2013  assessment  of  the  area’s  “bikability”  by  Cascade  Bicycle  Club,  also  for  Verdant,  planted  the  seed  and 
provided the data needed to move forward. Lynnwood took the  lead on the grant, with Edmonds and Mountlake 
Terrace joining. Brier, which also is within Verdant’s focus area, declined to participate. 
 
The project will fill 11 key gaps, totaling 10 miles of roadway. Six of those miles will  include dedicated bike  lanes. 
Other improvements include shared lane markings (“sharrows”) and way‐finding signs. 
 
The project aims to improve the community’s overall health. 
 
Cycling groups have used money from Verdant to teach kids at local schools how to bike. 
 
“You give kids that skill. But  if your neighborhood doesn’t support you actually getting on a bike —  it doesn’t feel 
safe,  there  aren’t  bike  lanes —  then  it’s  hard  to  get  that  in  practice,”  Kosovich  said.  “This  is  that  next  logical 
connection.” 
 
Beyond health,  the  improvements will help  the  cities as  they  try  to urge multiple modes of  transportation amid 
increasingly crowded conditions. 
 
“Lynnwood specifically has an interest in making ‘mode shift’ — getting people out of their cars and into transit, or 
biking or walking — a high priority, particularly in context of opening light rail,” said Sarah Olson, Lynnwood’s deputy 
director of parks, recreation and cultural arts, and a project lead for Bike 2 Health. 
 
The Sound Transit  light rail station  is slated to open  in 2023 and  is expected to attract tens of thousands of riders, 
but with only a fraction’s worth of parking stalls. 
 
“The goal  is to have people being multi‐modal  in their approach to commuting — taking the ferry, taking the bike, 
taking the train,” said Peter Hallson, co‐chair of the Edmonds Bicycle Advocacy Group, a project partner. 
 
The project is a significant step, but only a piece of a much larger puzzle that remains to be solved, cyclists add. 
 
“We’re trying to fill in the missing links on a skeleton of a bicycle network. But there’s still a lot more to come down 
the pike,” said Jan Ahlquist‐Niemi, co‐chair of EBAG with Hallson. “This is in my mind stage 1, and there are probably 
10 more stages to get a good network going.” 
 
Much of the problem comes when cyclists cross the invisible lines between jurisdictions. 
 
“You’re  riding  along on beautiful  lanes  and  then  all of  a  sudden nothing,” Ahlquist‐Niemi  said.  “If  you’re  a bike 
commuter every day, you figure it out. But for people who are wary or leery of doing much on their bikes or afraid of 
traffic, it makes those people more afraid.” 
 
In that sense, Bike 2 Health sets a good model for other communities, boosters say. 
 
“There’s a collaboration that’s taking place that didn’t occur in the past. So that’s been a good thing … in addition to 
getting the work done,” Hallson said. “It really becomes a community‐wide challenge for us to get people waking up 
and saying, ‘You know, it’s going to be fun if I just get on my bike and begin riding.’”  
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Most Howard Street extension work so far underground, Port Townsend officials 
say 
by Cydney McFarland 
October 31, 2016 
 
PORT  TOWNSEND  —  The  Howard  Street  extension  project  is  underway,  with  most  of  the  progress  so  far 
underground. 
 
“A lot of the initial work is underground work,” Port Townsend City Manager David Timmons said. 
 
The expansion will connect Discovery Road and Sims Way  in Port Townsend. Ground was broken  in August for the 
project, which, despite recent rain, remains on schedule to open in early May. 
 
“With  rain  and weather,  it’s  had  stops  and  starts,”  Timmons  said.  “That  always  causes  problems with  outside 
construction, and we’ve had a wet October.” 
 
According  to Assistant City Engineer Samantha Trone,  the stormwater  lines are  in and complete. Crews have  just 
begun to install the sewer main. 
 
“It’s mostly just utilities at this point,” Trone said. 
 
The project is meant to both relieve congestion on Sims Way — a main artery in and out of Port Townsend — and 
allow more areas for commercial development. 
 
The $6.5 million project has been  in city plans for 20 years but finally received funding this year from the Federal 
Highway  Administration, Washington  State  Transportation  Improvement  Board  and  state  Community  Economic 
Revitalization Board. 
 
The  project  plans  outline  a  throughway  for  bikes  and  pedestrians  and  will  be  hosting  at  least  one  expanding 
business: the Mt. Townsend Creamery. 
 
________ 
 
Jefferson  County  Editor/Reporter  Cydney  McFarland  can  be  reached  at  360‐385‐2335,  ext.  55052,  or  at 
cmcfarland@peninsuladailynews.com. 
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Other  commenters  asked  about  the  possibility  of 
closing the west end of lower Fern Bluff Road in order 
to prevent travelers from using it as a bypass. Eng said 
that during a safety study that began in 2008, WSDOT 
considered the closure of lower Fern Bluff Road at the 
west  end,  but  there were  community  objections,  so 
they tabled the proposal. 
 
It’s something they can look at in the future, she said, 
as there are improvements coming down the pike. 
 
“We did receive a gas tax increase in 2015,” Eng said. 
“We call  it  the Connecting Washington package, and 
in  that  package  is  $17 million  slated  for  U.S.  2  for 
safety improvements.” 
 
The funds provided in the Connecting Washington package will not be available until 2019, so they’re still a couple 
years out. WSDOT intends to work with the U.S. 2 Safety Coalition and collect feedback from area residents during 
the planning phase, to get a better idea of what safety improvements are the highest priority. The closure of lower 
Fern Bluff Road at the west end is something that could be considered at that time, Eng said, along with other safety 
improvements. 
 
By 2019,  it will have been more than a decade since WSDOT received a significant allotment of funding for safety 
improvements on U.S. 2. There was a $10 million allocation of  funds  in 2008  that was used  to  complete  several 
safety improvement projects between Monroe and Gold Bar, Eng said. 
 
“If  you  remember, we  constructed  several  two‐way  left‐turn  lanes,  so people  aren’t  sitting  in  the middle of  the 
through‐lane waiting to make a left into a driveway or a side street, as well as the Rice Road roundabout at the other 
end of Sultan,” Eng said. 
 
She said she is hopeful they will be able to accomplish similar projects with the 2019 funding. 
 
In the interim, Gavino outlined the timing changes they plan to implement at Old Owen and Fern Bluff, in hopes of 
helping  traffic  flow better. Under  current weekday  commute  conditions,  the  stoplight operates on a  two‐minute 
cycle for east and westbound traffic on U.S. 2. From Friday afternoon through Sunday, it operates on a 3 1/2‐minute 
cycle. 
 
In the north and southbound direction, the light operates on a 30‐second cycle, which is shared by both north and 
southbound traffic. Gavino said the difficulty there is that when there is a high volume of northbound traffic turning 
right at the light from lower Fern Bluff Road, it causes a backup of the southbound Old Owen travelers trying to turn 
left at the light to travel east. 
 
They have a change that will hopefully alleviate that, he said.  
 
“What we’re  going  to do  is  first provide  a  green  signal  for both north/south,  as we provide  them  today,  for 10 
seconds,” Gavino said. “The rest of the 20 seconds we’re going to shut off the northbound movement on lower Fern 
Bluff and provide the 20 seconds for the southbound movement.” 
 
Since the majority of the north and southbound traffic is southbound traffic turning left, the change will operate 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
 
Councilmember Rocky Walker asked Gavino  if  they had considered  the possibility  that  the northbound Fern Bluff 
travelers will make right‐hand turns anyway, regardless of what color the light is. Gavino acknowledged the concern, 
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which had already been raised by another community member, who suggested the installation of a “no turn on red” 
sign. He said WSDOT’s plan  is to take things one step at a time; they will  implement the change and then observe 
the intersection after it’s been implemented. 
 
As a rule, if a driver is faced with a red light, they must yield the right of way to opposing traffic, Gavino said. If they 
determine through observation that’s not occurring, they will consider the  installation of a no turn on red sign, he 
said.  
 
In addition to the timing of the light, they are considering a lane reconfiguration that would allow them the flexibility 
to provide southbound  left‐hand turn access at times when there  is a train. Currently during railroad preemption, 
only east and westbound traffic is served. With the reconfiguration, southbound left‐ and right‐turn traffic could be 
accommodated as well. 
 
Gavino said WSDOT hopes to implement the plan within about three months. 
 
Councilmembers Jeffrey Beeler and John Seehuus are both on the U.S. 2 Safety Coalition Board of Directors, Seehuus 
as a founding member. On behalf of the council and the coalition, he urged Eng and Gavino to consider the closure 
of the west end of lower Fern Bluff Road. It’s one of the things the coalition feels very strongly about, he said. 
 
He thanked WSDOT for its consistent attendance during U.S. 2 Safety Coalition meetings, which are held monthly in 
Monroe. 
 
“We’ve been at this 19 years now, and I wanted to thank Lorena and the DOT for working with us,” Seehuus said. “I 
can’t believe we’re coming up on 20 years doing this.” 
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